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PREFACE. 



This Manual is designed for tbe use of teachers and scholars 
in public and private schools. Its instructions are founded 
with care upon the authorized text-books. It professes to 
contain little more than the teachings of an experienced drill- 
master, written out fully and clearly, and accompanied by 
ample illustrations. A few of the illustrations are original, 
and will prove valuable, it is hoped, in elucidating some of the 
intricacies of Company movements. 

The object aimed at is to explain and illustrate the details 
of Infantry Tactics so fully and clearly, that novices may 
acquire the principles of soldiering without employing a 
regular drill-master. The writer has had experience, both 
with " Boy-Soldiers" and men-soldiers, and has endeavored to 
adapt his teachings to the capacities and peculiarities of 
boys. 

It is his hope that Infantry Tactics will eventually form a 
part of the usual course of instruction in all our schools, 
public and private. 
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" Attention !" 

This is one of the first commands that the soldier 
hears, and it is one of the most important. It must 
be obeyed promptly and thoroughly. Listen to 
every word the drill-master speaks ; and when he 
tells you to look at him, notice every movement he 
makes. There are many matters to which your 
attention must be given : feet, knees, hands, elbows, 
shoulders, head, eyes ; your " number ;" your posi- 
tion — as being beside or behind some one else, or 
as belonging to a particular "platoon" or "sec- 
tion ;" the carrying and the handling of your mus- 
ket, and many other things. You will have to give 
your whole attention, all the time. Promise your- 
self, firmly, that you will obey this command with 
promptness and thoroughness, and your first victory 
is already half won. Soldiering is not hard to 
learn, to one who gives attention ; but to the man 
or the boy who will not attend honestly to the 
instruction he receives, with the intention, alwa'jfc 
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to do his best, soldiering will be " sojering," and 
" tactics" a muddle. 

First Principles. 

You can never become much of a soldier unless 
you are willing to give time and patience to the 
study and practice of what are called " First Prin- 
ciples." These are little matters, and very simple, 
— such as keeping the heels together, looking 
always to the front, holding the shoulders square, 
covering your file-leader, and other things, not at 
all difficult in themselves to be done. It is just 
because these little things are easily done, that they 
are likely to be carelessly done. You are glad, 
now, that your teacher compelled you to learn 
thoroughly the multiplication-table ; you could not 
get along pleasantly without this one of the first 
principles of mathematics; and you will thank 
your drill-master one of these days, if he has drilled 
you thoroughly in the simple, easy exercises which 
are taught in the " squad." Be patient, attentive, 
exact, prompt ; learn the little things well ; become 
your own master, so that every muscle shall be 
under perfect control ; these things you must be 
and do, before you will deserve to be called a 

soldier. 

Commands. 

Commands are given in two parts ; as, "Forward 
— March." The first part is cautionary; it indi- 
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cates, generally, the kind of movement to be exe- 
cuted. The second part is executionary ; it requires 
something to be done. The first tells you what to 
do, the second tells you to do it. Be thinking, on 
hearing the first, just what is required of you, and 
how it is to.be done; but move no muscle until 
you hear the last word : then, move promptly. 

The command of caution should be given with 
an even, distinct, and decided tone of voice ; the 
command of execution should be pronounced sev- 
eral notes higher, very clearly, briefly, and emphat- 
ically. The interval between the two parts of a 
command should never be longer than one second ; 
and let this be shortened, as experience and skill 
are gained. 

LESSON I. 

THE POSITION OF THE SOLDIER. 

Squad — Fall In. 

At this command, form a line, side by side, 
facing the drill-master — without crowding or jost- 
ling, without talking or laughing. Seek a place, 
not at the center, but at the left of the line, next to 
the last one in. When you have taken your place, 
stand still, look to the front, and keep your hands 
at your sides. From this time until you are dis- 
missed, or are allowed a Best, Keep the lips shut, 
unless the instructor speaks to you personally. Be 

1* 
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manly ! Neither laugh at others, nor make others 
laugh at you. Talk and laugh at other times, but 
at drill, leave play to the children. 

You are to learn now to take what is called " the 
position of the soldier." Your instructor may teach 
all of you at once and together, or he. may call out 
six or eight at a time, in order to teach them more 
accurately and carefully. If he pursue the latter 
course, your duty — if not yourself under immediate 
instruction — is to look on attentively. You can 
gain a great deal in this way ; so much, that when 
your turn comes, you can very easily understand 
what will be required of you. 

1. Place the heels together, and on the same line. 

2. Turn the feet out equally, so as to make the 
letter V — "forming with each other something 
less than a right angle," says " Scott." 

Note. — You may look down, at first, to see if 
your feet are right, but, as soon as you can, get 
into the way of thinking down ; move your toes in 
your shoes, and judge by the feeling whether your 
feet are equally turned out or not. You will 
learn, shortly, that you can put your thoughts into 
your toes as well as into your fingers. 

3. Keep the knee-joints from bending, but do not 
stiffen them. 

4. Hold the body erect on the hips, and inclining 
a little forward, the weight resting on both feet 
equally. 
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5. Draw the shoulders back, but not too far. 
Take care that one is not higher than the other, nor 
farther forward. 

Note. — Many boys, especially school-boys, have 
the habit of shrugging their shoulders. They are 
not yet round-shouldered, but they will be, and for 
life, unless they break up this habit. Now is the 
time to acquire an erect and graceful carriage. Not 
only at drill, but at all times — even in bed — keep 
the shoulders drawn back and down, and the chest 
expanded. Do these for the sake of good looks 
and for the sake of your health. 

6. Let the arms hang naturally at the sides, the 
elbows near the body. Extend the fingers, and 
turn the palm of the hand a little to the front. The 
little finger should be behind the seam of the pan- 
taloons. 

Note. — Your arms and hands are not to be 
hugged to your sides. Let the arm hang clear 
from the body. You will be allowed to swing 
the arms, slightly, in marching; indeed, you 
could not march easily without moving the 
arms. There is to be nothing forced or strained 
in the position or movement of any of your 
limbs. 

7. Hold the head erect — that is, inclined to 
neither shoulder — and square to the front, drawing 
the chin in, but not too much. 

8. Keep tlfc eyes fixed straight to the front, and 
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striking the ground at about the distance of fifteen 
paces. 

Note. — This last requirement is a very important 
one. The habit of keeping the eyes " fixed straight 
to the front," assists in keeping the head erect and 
motionless and the shoulders in line. If the eyes 
wander, the attention of the soldier is liable to be 
diverted, and he neglects, although it may be with- 
out intending it, to preserve that statue-like immo- 
bility which should characterize the soldier ; or he 
fails to hear the commands at the moment when 
given, and so is behind time in executing them. 
Tour success, boys, will depend greatly upon the 
control you get over your eyes. Remember this I 

"With the aid of this manual, you can practice 
what you have been taught concerning "the position 
of the soldier" on the play-ground, or at home. 
You may know a well-drilled soldier in the street, 
although not dressed in uniform, by 'the manner in 
which he carries himself. Endeavor to acquire this 
soldierly carriage by practicing, at all times, the 
lessons you have learned. 

The eight rules in regard to position, now sup- 
posed to be learned, are to be put in force in 
obedience to one command, viz. : 

Attention — Sqttad. 

At. the instant of hearing the command of exe- 
cution — "Squad" — you are to assume "the position 
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of the soldier^ remembering every particular re- 
quirement. Review these now from memory. Re- 
call what you have been taught to do with Heels, 
Feet, Knees, Chest, Shoulders, Arms, Elbows, Hands, 
Fingers, Head, Chin, and Eyes. The command is 
not properly obeyed unless attention is given to 
each and every one of these little items. 

r 

Rest. 

At this command, the soldier is relieved from at- 
tention, and may change his position, but may not 
leave the ranks. 

Note. — It is suggested to the drill-master to make 
this a " Parade Rest," or, at least, to require that 
the boys shall keep the left heel on the line and the 
hands crossed. " Boys will be boys," and, unless 
under constant restraint, will get at " skylarking," 
to the prejudice of discipline, when called again to 
an " Attention." They know their own tendencies, 
and will be content, of course, to put off play until 
after drill. At the command, 

Parade — Rest, 

Carry the right foot six inches 
to the rear, slightly bend the 
left knee, and let the weight 
of the body fall mainly on the 
right foot; at the same time, 
cross the right hand upon the 
left, grasping it above the 
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knuckles, and letting the arms fall naturally, 
close to the body ; the shoulders, head, and eyes are 
to be kept square to the front. 

After a brief interval of rest, the squad may be 
called to an Attention. 

A ttention — Squad. 
At the word " Squad," bring the right foot 
briskly to its place beside the left, and, at the same 
instant, let the arms fall to their places at the sides. 
Let the foot be heard, as it comes into line, and let 
all the feet be heard together. 

Parade — Rest. 

At the word "Rest," let the hands be crossed 
and the right foot moved back " six inches to the 
rear," at the same instant, and with such emphasis 
that the movement can be heard all along the line. 
Only by making motions " tell" can they be exe- 
cuted simultaneously. 

Be prompt always, but do not move so suddenly 
as to jerk the body, lest you jostle your neigh- 
bors. 

The drill is to be ended by an informal dismissal. 
We shall learn to " break ranks" by-and-by. 



LESSON II. 

EYE8 RIGHT. 

This lesson must be mainly a review of the first 
The instructor should never undertake - to teach 
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anything new until it is evident that all — or very 
nearly all — of the boys have learned the exercises 
already taught them. There may be a few who 
will not learn easily and rapidly, but who ought 
not to detain the rest. There should be an 
" awkward-squad" for the slow ones, who should 
have extra instruction. New scholars, also, must 
work their way into the company through this 
primary school. Keep out of the "awkward- 
squad," boys, or if you get in, get out as soon as 

you can. 

Eyes — Right. Front. 

At the word "Eight," turn the head promptly to- 
ward the right shoulder, so far that the inner corner 
of the left eye shall be in a line with the buttons 
of the coat ; at the same time, look along the line 
as far toward the right as you can. The head must 
be held erect, neither inclined forward nor toward 
one side. Never "poke" the head forward. Re- 
tain this position, without stirring, until the word 
" Front," at whicli, bring the head and eyes back, 
briskly, to their former position. 

This movement should be practiced over and over 
again, until the drill-master can see all the heads 
moving to the right, or returning to the front, at 
the samff instant. 

Eyes — Left. Front. 

The movements required by these commands are 
exactly the reverse of those just learned. 
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While occupied in executing these new move- 
ments, do not forget, for a single moment, that from 
the neck downward you are to maintain " the po- 
sition of the soldier." Do not let the motions of 
your head disarrange your shoulders: these must 
be held square to the front. 

Parade — Best. 

Atten tion — Squad. 

Eyes — Bight.' Front. 

Eyes — Left. Front. 
Alternations of these commands should supply 
work enough for this lesson. 



LESSON III. 

THE FACINGS. 

Squad — Right — Face. 

At the word Right, let the 
weight of the body rest almost 
entirely on* the left foot, so 
that you might raise the right 
foot, and yet. stand firmly on 
the left. In all facings, the 
body is to turn upon the left 
heel, as upon a pivot. Imagine a spike run- 
ning from your left heel into the ground or 
the floor; that spike jnust never leave its hob 
during any of the facings. At the word F, 
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raise the right foot slightly — just enough to clear 
the ground — turn on the left heel (raising the toes 
a little) until you are facing exactly to the right, 
then, at the same instant, bring the toes of the left 
foot down, and the right foot to its place beside the 
left ; heels together and toes equally turned out, as 
at first. Let both feet speak as they come into the 
new position, so that all the feet can be heard 
coming down together. Study the illustration. 
The outlines represent the feet as they are at a 
Front ; the shaded feet have come to a right face. 

Beginners often make shaky work of the facings. 
They lift their shoulders, and swing the body 
around with a jerk. But a little practice, with 
very careful attention to the directions given, will 
enable them to move easily and without jostling. 
Remember, at the word Hight, to throw the weight 
of the body upon the left foot. At the moment of 
raising the right foot, use the toes upon the ground 
to give a slight turn to the body. Do not try to 
move suddenly. Remember to keep the whole up- 
per part of the body at u the position/ 5 

Left — Face. 

Precisely the same motions 
of the feet are required to exe- 
cute this movement as -were 
nade in performing the right 
face, but you ore now to face 
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toward the left. After a right face, this new com- 
mand will bring you to a front ; from a fronts 
it will cause you to face toward the left of the 
line. 

From either a right or a left/ace, the squad may 
be brought to its original position by the com- 
mand : 

Fbont. 

"While practicing the facings, let the drill-master 
suddenly introduce Eyes — Right, or Eyes — Left 
There is a similarity between these commands and 
those just given, and unless the boys are paying 
strict attention, they will make mistakes, facing to 
the right (or left) when they ought to execute 
" eyes right" (or left). Keep your wits about you, 
boys, and don't let the drill-master " catch" you. 

Squad — About — Face. 

At the word About, turn on 
the left heel (remember the 
spike), bring the toes of this 
foot square to the front, and at 
the same time carry the right 
foot to the rear, the hollow of 
the instep opposite the left 
heel, and full three inches from it, the feet square 
to each other. Study this illustration very care- 
fully. The outlines represent the position of the 
feet after the command About has been obeyed. 
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At the word Face, raise the toes of both feet a 
little, turn on both heels, face to the rear, and bring 
the right foot to its place beside the left, as in right 
(or left) face. The shaded feet in the figure on page 
18 have completed the movement About — Face. 
Study this figure. Notice that although the body, 
supposed to stand over those tracks, has faced com- 
pletely about, yet the left heel covers the same spot 
of ground which it covered at first. Do not forget 
this, that in the facings, the left heel never leaves 
its spike-hole. 

In executing this movement, at the word About, 
let the right foot, as it is placed to the rear, and the 
left toes, as they come to the front, come down to- 
gether, and with a slight stamp, to mark the time. 
Again, at the word Face, let both feet tell the time, 
as they come to their final places. 

In endeavoring to arrange your feet, like those in 
the figure, for the About, think down, don't look 
down, to see that they are rightly placed. You 
must be sure to get that right foot three inches to 
the rear of the left. If the feet are too near each 
other, the legs will get twisted as you turn to face, 
and you will be apt to stagger out of place. Keep 
the body erect, the arms from swinging, and the 
head firm in its place. 

Tou will notice that there is no word of cau- 
tion about this command. It is an exception to 
the rule. You must be ready, the instant you 
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hear that word About, to execute the movement 
required. 

This drill should be spent entirely upon the 
facings. This is a very important lesson, and noth- 
ing further should be attempted until all have 
learned to face promptly, steadily, and all to- 
gether. 

Frequent rests should be allowed. Much may 
be learned by looking on. 



LESSON IV. 

MARK TIME. 

Before we go any further, it will be necessary to 
" size" the boys. The exact height of every one, in 
feet, inches, and quarter inches, should be ascer- 
tained, and each should know his own height. At 
the next drill they should be told to "fall mat a 
right face" " tallest on the right" The following 
line of V's will show what is meant : 

128456789 10 11 

>>>>>>>>>>> 

The tallest boy stands at V 1, the next in height at 
V 2, and 60 on, each (except the tallest) taking a 
place exactly behind the one next taller than him- 
self. If you find yourself behind some one shorter 
than you are, take a side step to the right and 
march along until you come by the side of one 
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whose shoulders are higher than yours ; then step 
in behind him. Those behind you must make room 
for you by moving quietly backward. 

The drill-master will be " on hand" to assign po- 
sitions. It is his business to size the line, and, in 
reply to his question, you may speak ; but you are 
only to speak when spoken to, and to do as you are 
"bid. No talking or scowling about places, or else 
we shall soon have a " muss" — all talking at once, 
all captains, and everything in confusion. There 
will be some unavoidable confusion at first, in this 
finding places, but after a time you will know your 
places and can take them without trouble. In 
" falling in at a right face," " cover square" — that 
is, stand exactly behind the one in front of you, so 
that his body shall hide all the others beyond him. 
The one immediately in front of you is called your 
" file-leader," and you are said to be, while standing 
thus, " in file." Take the position of the soldier, in 
every respect, except as to the eyes; with these 
" look your file-leader in the hack of the neck" Let 
there be a distance of about twelve inches — ten 
to thirteen, according to size — "from breast to 
back." The distance necessary to be taken can be 
determined by the following rule :• Bend the right 
- arm at the elbow — keeping the elbow close to its 
^lace at the side — extend the fore-arm at right an- 
gles with the body, when the fingers should just 
^touch the right sleeve of your file-leader. The dis- 
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tance thus indicated will be what is called " front- 
ing distance ;" it gives you room in which to face 
to the front. If you stand any nearer than this to 
your file-leader, you will jostle against him when 
you come to the front. 

After having found each one his right place, the 
instructor will command : 

Fbont. 

In this instance, the command amounts to the 
same thing at a left face. Notice, now, that if you 
have covered square, you are on a line with your 
neighbors; if not, not. If you took less than 
" fronting distance," you are crowding against the 
one on your right ; if more, you are not near enough 
to him. 

The drill now proceeds with the following re- 
view: 

Attention — Squad. 

Eyes — Eight. Front. 

Eyes — Left. Front. 

Right — Face. Front. 

Left — Face. Front. 

About — Face. 

A new command is — 

Mark time — March. 

As soon as you hear the caution, Mark tinty 
throw the weight of the body upon the rigid foot^\ 
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without swaying the body — and be prepared to 
raise the left foot. At the word March, throw for- 
ward the left leg, as if to take a step, — without in- 
clining the body forward in the least, — bring the 
foot back to its place, the heel close to the right 
heel ; then repeat this movement with the right leg 
and foot; continue these imitation steps, keeping 
time with the rest, until you are ordered to halt. 

As you throw out your feet, let them bend at the 
ankles, so that the toes shall hang forward. The 
drill-master ought not to see the soles of your shoes. 
Be careful not to swing the body ; there need be 
very little movement of the body or arms. Bring 
the feet back to their places, heel to heel, at each 
step they make ; if you neglect this, you will soon 
find yourself advancing gradually beyond the line. 
If the instructor sees the line becoming crooked 
from this cause, he may command, Guide right. 
On hearing this, you will take care not to get be- 
yond the one on your right ; keep at his side, but 
do not crowd close to him. There should always 
be room for the arms to swing when you are stand- 
ing or marching. Take pains to keep exact time 
with the rest. The drill-master may give you the 
time by repeating the words, " Left — Left — Left- 
Bight-Left." 

Squad — Halt. 

The second word, Halt, is always given at the 
instant when one of the feet (either) is coming to 
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the ground. Let that foot remain in its place, and 
bring the other foot down by its side. Suppose 
halt to be given just as the left foot is coming down; 
in this case the left is spiked down, at the word, 
and the right makes one more motion, and then 
takes its place. All the feet should be heard to 
strike the ground with one slight stamp. TMl 
practice in marking time is preparatory to march- 
ing. You must learn to mark time perfectly bef on 
you can be trusted with Forward — March. Ke- 
member always to start with the left foot. 

In " common time," the number of steps, fo? 
men, is ninety to the minute ; in "quick time," one 
hundred and ten. For boys it will be necessary to 
require or allow more. No positive rules can be 
given, because the average size and length of limb, 
in school companies, will vary widely. It may be 
well to suggest, that for common time, one hundred, 
and for quick time, one hundred and twenty steps, 
be taken. 

It will be found that boys are inclined to " huny 
the time." It is suggested, therefore, that they be 
drilled at " common time" until they have acquired 
considerable steadiness. The larger boys should be 
cautioned to take somewhat faster steps than is 
natural ; the smaller boys to take steps somewhat 
slower. A large metronome, which shall strike 
"left" upon a large bell and "right" upon a small 
one, is a very useful instrument in the drill-room, 
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• 

Out of doors, the instructor must keep up the 
time with his voice : u Left — Left — Left-ffight- 
Leftr 

When a boy is found to be out of time, the drill- 
master should halt him, and tell him to begin again, 
starting with the left foot, at the word left He 
may place himself just in front of the boy (back 
toward him), and say, " Take the time from me." 
It will be best for all, at first, to give frequent halts, 
in order that all may start together. 

Here and hereafter drill will be closed by the 
command (from a front) : 

Squad — Right — Face. 
Break ranks — Mabch. 

At the words, Break ranks, prepare to clap the 
hands together, by holding the left hand out in 
front of the body, palm uppermost, and raising the 
light hand to the "height of the right shoulder, close 
to it. At the word Mabch, strike hands smartly, 
and all at once. Tou will need to practice this sev- 
eral times at first. Unless the drill-master desires 
you to repeat the movement, and commands, " As 
you were? you are dismissed by the word March. 
At As you were, let the hands fall to the sides, and 
be ready to improve upon the last performance, if 
possible. 

This command, As you were, may be often used 
by the instructor. It means simply, return to that 

2 
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position which you occupied before having received 
the last command. 



LESSON V. 

BIGHT AND LEFT — DRESS. FORWARD MARCH. 

Squad — Fall In. Get your places promptly, "at 
a right face ;" work into place at the rear — never 
in front — of what is to be the line ; " cover square f 
get exactly your " fronting distance." 

Squad — Front. 
Right — Dress. 

The word dress, as used in drilling, is derived 
from the French dresser, to make straight. This 
command, then, requires you to straighten the line 
by the right. The right-hand man of the squad has 
nothing to do ; he continues looking square to the 
front. At the word Dress, every other one in line 
is, first, to execute an " Eyes — Right" (See page 
15.) "While looking along the line toward, the 
right, if you can see the buttons on the coat of the 
third man from you, and none beyond, you are in 
line ; if you can see the fourth man's buttons, yon 
are too far forward, and must move backward, by 
inches, until those buttons are out of sight ; if you 
can not see the third man's buttons, you are too far 
at the rear of the correct line, and must move for- 
ward, by inches, until you see them distinctly, 



SCHOOL OF THE 80LDIEB. 27 

The head must never he "poked" forward. At the 
game time, while getting your position in line, move, 
by short side-steps, nearer to or farther from your 
right-hand man, as may be necessary ; remember- 
ing that you are to stand so near to him that by the 
least movement of your elbow outward you could 
touch his elbow, and yet that you must leave room 
enough for your arms to swing. 

# Tield to pressure from the right. The men be- 
yond you, toward the right, may be taking more 
room, in order to correct themselves ; they must 
have it, and you must give it. Move to the left by 
side-steps, short ones. 

Keep your head and eyes turned toward the 
right, although you may have corrected your posi- 
tion, until you hear the command, Front. 

The instructor — standing at the right of the line, 
and facing toward the left — should never give a 
Front until he has secured a perfect line. " Fall 
back at the center;" "Come up at the extreme 
left;" "Make slight touch with the elbow;" 
" Don't poke the head forward." With these and 
similar directions he must straighten the line, and 
must never forget to command a Front after a 
Dress. 

Left — Dress is exactly the reverse of Right — 

DSB88. 

Sqvad> Forward — March. 
Before attempting to learn marching, the in- 
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structor will do well to divide the squad into four 
equal parts, which may be called sections. After 
commanding a Parade Rest for the second, third, 
and fourth sections, let it be explained to all that 
marching is only a continuation of what they have 
already learned in marking time. At present, and 
for some time to come, it will be best to command 
Forward Ma/rch from a Mark Time. 

First Section, Mark Time — March. 

Secure perfection in the execution of this order. 
Remember to keep the toes down. Then, just as 
the left feet are coming to the ground, the com 
mand may be given : 

Forward — Guide Right — March. 

With the word March, the right foot comes to its 
place, and the soldier starts forward with the left. 
The length of the step, in either "common" or 
" quick" time, is, for men, twenty-eight inches ; for 
boys, it should be from twenty to twenty-four. 

After advancing a few paces, the command may 
be given : 

Squad — Halt. 

At the word Halt, which will be given at the in* 
Btant either foot is coming to the ground, that foot 
which is on the ground stays there, spiked down; 
the other foot will be brought beside it, promptly, 
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Hid all the feet in the section must come down 
together. 

At this command — Halt — stop just where you 
a/re ! Never mind whether yon are forward of the 
line or behind it ; stop, as if you were shot. This 
rule is to be constantly observed. If you find 
yourself out of place, it is because you have not 
attended to the order given you to Guide Right. 
You should have marched elbow to elbow (although 
without crowding) with your right-hand man. We 
will go back and try this over again. 
Squad — About — Face. 
Left — Dress. Front. 
Mark Time — March. 
Forward — Guide Left — March. 
What was your right is now your left. The prin- 
ciple of Guide Left is the same with that of 
Guide Bight. 

Squad — Halt. 
About — Face. 
Right — Dress. Front. 
Mark Time — March. 
Forward — Guide Right — March. 
The soldier at the extreme right (or left) of a 
section is the " Guide" He must take pains to 
march straight ahead. The direction of the whole 
line depends on him, and so he must not be 
crowded. Never crowd toward, the guide. 
To accustom the guide to march direelVj to ^<& 
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front, let the drill-master place himself ten or fifi 
paces exactly in front of him, and facing 1 
From that position let him command the sec 
to execute the Forward March. The guide 
march with precision directly toward the instruc 
He will resist pressure from the left, and his nei 
bor will be particularly careful not to crowd u 
him. The guide (right or left) should be chan 
occasionally. 

During the march, be careful to make the 
foot strike the ground in time with the heavy 1 
of the metronome, or with the " Left — Left — Lej 
Left" of the instructor. If you find yourself 
of step, correct yourself by a quiet skip. You 
member the " hippity-hop" which you used 
practice years ago. By this same skipping mo 
ment you can get into step when out. 

The second, third, and fourth sections are to 
drilled, in turn, as the first have been. When 
have been thoroughly exercised, two sections, 
three, or all four, may be united. To march " 
front of company," without wavering, keeping m 
together, guiding accurately, without crowdi 
keeping the step, and halting all together, is soi 
thing to be proud of. 

The instructor should not forget to give a Hi 
(or left) Dress, if necessary, immediately aftei 
Halt, unless there is to be an About Face, in wh 
case he may wait until this has been executed. 
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LESSON VI. 

ALIGNMENTS. RIGHT AND LEFT OBLIQUE. RIGHT ABOUT. 

It is sometimes necessary to move a section or 
platoon forward or backward to a certain exact po- 
sition. This is done by an " alignment." The in- 
structor places two or three of the right (or left) 
hand men side by side on the line to be occupied, 
and then commands, By file, — Right (or left) — 
Dress ; or, By file, — Eight (or left) backward — 
Dress, as the case may be. To effect this properly, 
let him call upon the soldiers, one by one, to march 
forward (or backward), and place themselves upon 
the new alignment, dressing themselves by those 
- already there. 

By file, — Bigh( — Dress. 

l At the word Dress, move by short, quick steps 
_■: to within about six inches of the new line ; then, by 

yery short steps, and with eyes turned toward the 

guide, take position by the side of your neighbor, 
j whom you will touch slightly with your elbow, 
^ without opening your own. Keep the head and 

eyes turned to the right until you hear the word 
Z Front. After this has been practiced awhile, sol* 
rt dier by soldier, it may be tried, omitting details. 
ri When the command of execution is heard, each one 

in turn should move promptly forward (as soon as 
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his right (or left) hand man has taken one step for- 
ward), and align himself. 

Alignments to the rear — By file, — Right (or left) 
backward Dress — will be executed on the same 
general principles, the men stepping back a little 
beyond the new line, and then 'dressing up to it 

Backward — March. 

When a line is to be moved backward indefi- 
nitely — that is, to no particular alignment — this 
command may be given. It should be accompa- 
nied, in squad drill, by a Guide Right (or left). 
The length of step is one half the length of the 
direct step. This step will always be executed in 
quick time. 

Right (or left) oblique — March. 

Consult Plate I. — The section or platoon being on 
the march forward, at' the word March, each man 
will make a half face to the right (or left), and then 
march straight forward in the new direction. 

The instructor will do well, before attempting 

Ai8 movement, to practice the squad, from a halt, 

in 

Half -right — Face. Front. 

Half -left — Face. Front. 

Notice, boys, that when standing at a Salf-rigkt 
Face, you have no elbow -touch with your neigh- 
bors ; your right shoulder is behind the left shoul- 
der of your neighbor on that side ; and his head 
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hides the heads of all the men beyond him toward 
the right. You are to keep this same position, this 
same distance from your right-hand man, when 
marching obliquely to the right ; you must watch 
your neighbor's left shoulder, which your right 
shoulder must cover, and must glance along the 
line, toward the right, to make sure that your 
neighbor's head hides all the others beyond. 

If the command is Right oblique* the " guide" is 
by the right ; if Left oblique, the guide is left. 

Reverse these principles for a Half left Face and 
the Left oblique — March. 

Obliquing, right and left, is apt to be done bun- 
glingly, unless attention be given to these little 
things. If well done, the oblique march is a very 
pretty movement. 

When the drill-master wishes the section or pla- 
toon to march in the original direction, he will 

command : 

Forward — March. 

At the word March, make a Half right (or left) 
Face, and march straight to the front. 

The instructor will wisely give a Guide Right {° T 
left), when commanding a Forward March. 

Right about — March. 

Heretofore, when marching to the front, if th« 
drill-master has wished you to turn and march back 
to the rear (" in retreat"), he has halted you, gi* 69 
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an About Face, and then a Forward March. The 
new command, given above, tells you to do all this 
without halting. 

At the word March — which must always be 
uttered just as the left foot is coming to the ground 
— bring this foot down, and think that you are to 
make a Right (not left) about / at the same time, 
instead of stepping forward with the right foot, 
bring it to the ground behind the left. The position 
of the two feet, before making the turn, is illus- 
trated by the cut given for Parade Rest (page 13), 
but your feet are farther apart than the feet there 
represented. Now turn right about, on both feet, 
and step off with the left foot in the new direction. 

This is all to be done without losing the time. 
That left foot — your time-keeper — must not lose a 
single beat. You must make the Right about in the 
same space of time that you would give to one step 
forward. Attentive and studious drilling will be 
necessary before this movement can be neatly exe- 
cuted. Practice the steps by yourselves, keeping 
time with your voice : " Left — Left — Left" etc. 

In practicing the Right about, the instructor 
should constantly remind the squad to Guide 
Right (or left). 
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LESSON VII. 

MARCHING BY FLANK. 

The rank being at a halt, correctly aligne 
instructor will command : 

Right — Face. Forward — March. 

This is called " inarching hy the flank" 
man on the extreme right — on the right flank 
take care to march straight forward, in exacl 
and with steps of even length. The instruc 
first, may wisely march on the left of thig 
elbow to elbow, in order to direct the move 
yet the file leader must be taught, as soon as 
ble, to depend on himself. The men who 
will take care to cover square, to preserve the 
fronting distance, to look their file leaders i 
back of the neck, and to keep the step. 

Notice here, boys, that if you lose the ste 
kick the heels of the man in front of yoi 
cause the man behind you to kick yours, 
makes trouble for you and your neighbor. I 
the step, when lost, by the ship. This, and 
other movements, you. will do well to practi 
yourselves. 

If the drill-master observes that the me 
fron ting-distance — which they will be apt to 
first — he will do well to halt them and bring 
to a front. In this position each will notic 
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is lost distance, and will see reason for correct- 
he fault. After a Right Dress, face them to 
ight again, and resume the lesson. 

By file left (or right) — March. 

the command March, the leader of the file 
change direction to the left (or right), making 
c t (or right) Face while marching. Each one 
ring him will march fully up to the turning- 

before changing direction. Consult Plate II., 
2. " Make square corners ;" do not swing the 

in turning. You can hardly help losing a 

distance at the turn ; regain it by taking 
r steps, after having passed the angle, without 
ling the time. 

Countermarch by file left — March. 

3 following V's illustrate the movement re- 
el by this command : 

> > > > > 

V 

<<<<<<<< 

wnlermarch hy file right is just the reverse 

is. 

ese movements should also be thoroughly 

iced by the commands, from a front : 

Left — Face. Forward — March. 
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tie principles for these are the same with those 

t given. 

>r, while flanking in one direction, the instructor 

i order a Right about March, which will send 

squad in the opposite direction. 

or the following movement the squad, if large, 

ild be divided into platoons or sections. 

7Tiile on the march, in obedience to the com- 

ids just given, the instructor may command: 

By the tight (or left) flank — March. 

t the word March, which will be given a little 
re either foot comes to the ground, each soldier 
turn the body toward the right (or left), bring 
foot that is raised to the ground, turning it in 
new direction, and step off with the other foot, 
wut losing time. Consult Plate II. Fig. 1 il- 
rates a movement by the right flank. Fig. 2 
ains a left flank, which, for variety, is made to 
>w a File left. Fig. 3 gives a Right flank when 
rank is marching to the front. In each of these 
res substitute right for "left," or left for 
;ht," and think out the changes which would 

)W. 

Hien marching to the front, the command may 
jiven: 

By the right flank, File left— March. 
it the word, March, the file leader X^TiofOeax^ 
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to do but to march straight forward ; but his fol- ' 
lowers all face to the right, and then File left You 
were inarching to the front; after having obeyed 
this command, you will be marching in the sams 
direction as before ; but then you were in rank 
elbow to elbow, whereas now you are in file, breast 
to back. 

By the left flank. File right — March. 

This command requires a movement the reverse 
of the preceding. 

As soon as sections become proficient, unite them, 
for these movements, till the whole squad can flank 
together. 

Many interesting variations or combinations of 
these flank movements may be studied out and 
practiced. When well executed they are very 
pleasing. 

The instructor should give a Guide Right (or Ufl) 
whenever the squad passes from file into rank ; as, 
for example : 

By the right flank — Guide Bight — March. 



LESSON VIII. 

WHEELINGS. 



The principles of wheeling should be taught to j 
Dot more than six or eight at once. 
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Wheelings are of two kinds — from halts and on 
the march. 

Wheeling from a halt is well illustrated by a 
door swinging on its hinges. The whole door 
moves, but the hinge-side does not leave the casing. 
In a squad, platoon, or section, the man at the 
hinge is called the "pivot man ;" that flank may 
be named the "pivot flcmk." The opposite flank is i 
called the " marching flank" 

Right Wheel — March. 

At the words Right Wheel, think that the move- 
ment is to be made toward your right. In this case 
the pivot-man stands at the extreme right ; the left 
flank of your line is the marching flank. 

At the word March, all will start off together 
-with the left foot, turning toward the right. The 
pivot-man will mark time, turning in his tracks. 
The man on the marching flank will take full-length 
steps ; the one next to him will take somewhat 
shorter steps ; the one next to him still shorter steps, 
and so on — the rule being, that the nearer the pivot 
the shorter must be the step. This rule is import- 
ant. Remember that only the man at the marching 
flank takes the full step, and he must never take 
longer steps than usual. 

At the same time — with the word March, all 
will turn their heads and eyes toward the marching^ 
flank, and will take care not to get beyond or be- 
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hind the line. The guide (in company movements, 
one of the sergeants) is always at the marching 
flank, to direct the movement. But, while guiding, 
as in this case, by the left, you are to touch elbows 
toward the pivot who is on the right ; that is, you 
are to look one way and touch the other. Unless 
you keep your wits about you, you will be blunder- 
ing hereabouts. ' 

The man at the marching flank will cast his eyes 
along the ground in the direction of the arc of the 
circle he is to pass over. 

The instructor should cause the rank to wheel 
around the circle several times, without halting; 
and this must be done again and again. 

Remember two rules : 

1. The nearer the pivot, the shorter the step. 

2. Touch toward the pivot; look toward the 
marching flank. 

Left Wheel is to be executed according to the 
same principles. 

Note. — In company movements, when the dis- 
tance to be passed over in wheeling is exactly the 
quarter of a circle — as in Left, into Line, Wheel— 
the pivot-man is required to make a Left (or right) 
Face, and the man next to him becomes the mov- 
ing half of the door-hinge. We will put off 
learning this until we get into the School of the 
Company, 
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: Halt.* 

; At this wmmand, stop just where you are, with- 
1 out attempting to correct your position. The in- 
structor will give Right Dress, after a left wheel ; 
Left Dress, after a right wheel. 
♦ Illustrations of wheeling may be found in the 
: School cf the Company. (See page 78.) 

Not until the squad has been brought to execute 
taell the wheel from a halt, should wheeling on the 
march be undertaken. 

The rank being on the march to the front, the 
command will be given : 

Right (or left) Wheel — March. 

The first command will be given when the rank 

yet three or four paces from the wheeling point, 

order that the men may know in time what they 

*&re to do, and may think over their preparations. 

^There should be a " marker" at the wheeling-point. 
Thtf word March will be pronounced just as the 

inarching flank is about to graze the marker's 

Ixreast. 

At the word March, the wheel will be executed 

zln the same manner as from a halt, except — 

1. That the touch of the elbow will be toward 
'the marching flank, or side of the guide. You will 
"understand the reason of this when you come to 
company movements. 

2. That the pivot-man, instead of merely turning 
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in his tracks, will take steps of from six to nine 
inches (according to size), and will guide toward 
the marching flank, never losing the touch with 
the man next to him. 

Remember these exceptions. You must think of 
what you are doing or are commanded to do; if ^ 
you do not give your attention, you will be touch- 
ing toward the pivot, as in wheeling from a halt, 
and then the whole rank may become disjointed 
and crooked. 

By this time, boys, you must surely have learned 
that Tactics require head-work as well as heel-wort 

Forward — March. 

The word of caution, Forward, will be given 
when the marching flank is three or four paces from 
the point at which the wheel is to be completed. 
The word March will be pronounced at the instant 
of completing the wheel. 

At this command, the man who conducts the 
marching flank will march straight forward ; the 
pivot-man and all the rank will take the full step 
forward, marching to the front. 



LESSON IX. 

IN TWO RANKS FORM COMPANY. 

Right Face — March. 
At the word Face, all will face to the right, ex- 



SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER. 45 

cept the man on the extreme right, who will stand 
fast. At the command March, the second man 
will step off with his right foot, and place himself 
directly behind number One, covering him squarely, 
and standing at fronting distance — ten to thirteen 
inches " from breast to back ;" number Three will 
advance and take place beside number One, with a 
slight touch of the elbow ; number Four will pro- 
seed by the same rules as have been given for num- 
)er Two, with whom he will align himself, covering 
lumber Three ; number Five will imitate number 
?hree, aligning himself as he takes his place ; num- 
ber Six will step to the rear rank, covering number 
"lve ; and so on. The front rank will be made up 
f One, Three, Five, etc. ; the rear rank, of Two, 
'our, Six, etc. In other words, if your file leader 
as gone into the front rank, you must take the 
jar rank, covering him ; if your file leader has 
)ined the rear rank, you must join the front rank. 
Step promptly into your place, align yourself in 
our rank, then come to the front, taking " the po- 
tion of the soldier." 

At the command March, given above, the whole 
[uad will Mark Time, and as soon as space is made, 
tch man will advance, never losing fronting-dis- 
nce with his file leader, nor crowding upon him. 
The squad is now in two ranks, facing to the 
ont. We shall drill no longer in one rank. 
There is another and a shorter Avay of forming 
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company in two ranks, which is hereby reoo* 

mended : i 

The squad being in one rank, feeing front, tk' 

instructor will command : 

Tell off in whole number* — Tell Oft. 

At the word Off, the right-hand man coi 
aloud and distinctly, " One? the next man " Two? 
the next " Three" the next "Four" and so 
down the line. Count in quick time, prompt!) 
and be careful not to miss your number; if yoa] 
miss, the drill-master will command, " Cease cou4\ 
ing" and it must all be done over again. 

Remember your number, and decide whether Ij 
be an odd or an even number. 

Might — Face. March. 

At the word Face, all will face- to the right ; 
the odd numbers will stand fast ; the even nural 
will take an oblique step forward, starting with 
right foot, and will place themselves elbow to elbo^ 
with the odd numbers in front of them, on 
right. The squad is now in two ranks, faced to 
right. At the word March, the first two men 
stand fast ; the other twos will close up toward 
right, and will halt themselves as soon as 
come within fron ting-distance of the couple in 
of them. Cover square. 

As soon as the instructor sees the men all halt 

« 

he will command, Front. This is, in effect, a 
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i. The squad is now in two ranks, facing to 

front. 

a Right Dressbe given, each rank will dress by 

f. The rear rank men will cover each his file 

er, and look him in the back of the neck. 

>ther standing or marching, the rear rank men 

': keep exactly the fronting-distance. 

fter this method of forming company has been 

led, the commands will be : 

Tell off in whole numbers — Tell Off. 

Right — Face. March. 

Front. 

Right — Dress. Front. 

3reafter, the squad is to be formed in two 

s immediately after Fall In, Front, and Right 

8i All our drilling, from this time on, will be 

ro ranks. 

lus formed, let all that has been thus far learned 

refuU/y reviewed. 

e rear rank should follow the front rank like 

iadow. Sometimes, it is true, in marching to 

ear, the rear rank becomes a iront rank, but 

change is comparatively rare. Cover your 
3aders squarely ; never lose fronting-distance ; 

and guide by your own rank. You may find, 
actice, that these three precepts seem to con- 
st each other ; but you must make them agree, 
: as lies in your power. 
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In Lesson VII., when marching (in two ranks) by 
the flank, and filing right or left, the rear rank man 
will keep the elbow-touch with the man who waa 
his file leader, when faced by the front. 

In Lesson VIII., during the wheelings, the front 
rank furnishes pivot-man and guide. The rear rank 
has only to follow the front. 

One word more to rear rank men. Never take 
a mean advantage of being partly concealed, by 
those in front of you, to talk and laugh. There it 
something "small" in doing, when out of eighty 
anything which you would be ashamed to do, if 
placed where folks could see you plainly. A tn* 
soldier is always a true gentleman. 
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The size of a company of schoolboys will depend, 
f course, upon the number of boys in school large 
nough to join it. In the army, a company may 
onsist of "from fifty to a hundred" men. The 
)west standard requires fifty corporals and pri- 
ates, with fourteen commissioned and non-commis- 
oned officers, making sixty-four in all. We are 
ot bound, however, by army regulations, and may 
ave a less number of " rank and file." 

With only a few boys — from twenty to thirty — 
le School of the Soldier may be learned, with 
le Manual of Arms, and many company move- 
lents may be performed ; but in this case, it may 
e advisable to maneuver in single rank. 

If the school contain more than sixty-four, but 
iss than a hundred boys of suitable size, it will 
robably prove better to have them all in one large 
>mpany than to divide them into two small ones. 
' the number excee 1 a hundred — running up to a 
tmdred and twenty or thirty — there may well be 

3 
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two companies, which, together, form a battalion* 1 
A company of from sixty-four to a hundred m< 
bers should have the following officers : 

« Commissioned." \ ° a P tain - 

I Lieutenants — 1st, 2d, and 3d. 

f Sergeants — 1st (Orderly), 

"Noii-Commissioned." \ „ 2d ' 3< *' 4th > an ? »*• L . 

Corporals — 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, ] 

5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th. 

In a company which parades less than fifty miUK 
kets — from fifty to forty — and which is therefc 
too small ever to be broken into sections, there n< 
be only one Lieutenant, with four corporals. If, in* 
such a case, the teacher should decide to parade in^ 
single rank, and desire to form sections, he may] 
make his corporals "guides," and give the cohf 
mand of sections to his sergeants. 

The teacher will find much valuable informati< 
in regard to "getting up" and drilling a company' 
in a book entitled " School Amusements," one of 
the series published by Messrs. A. S. Barnes & Burr,! 
in their " School Teacher's Library." A large pi 
of this book is devoted to teaching the teacher hoiH 
to make soldiers of his boys. It gives, also, many* 
useful hints and suggestions toward the manage* 
merit of a boy-company. 

It is thought best to proceed, in this Manual, on 
the supposition that the company to be drilled con- 
sists of the lowest number of men allowed by the f 
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■my regulations — sixty-four ; the instructions to be 
iven, however, would be the same for a dozen 
ss, or for a dozen or two more. 
Officers, from Captain to Corporals, should always 
b appointed from among those boys who have dis- 
nguished themselves in the School of the Soldier, 
he Captain and Lieutenants should be chosen from 
le oldest, especially the manliest; they should 
sive energy, promptness, and clear voice. The 
rderly occupies an important position. Besides 
mng soldierly characteristics, he should be hon- 
t and reliable, always " on hand." The Sergeants 
lould be selected for quickness^ the Corporals for 
tadiness. The latter are to be numbered 1st, 
I, 3d, etc., in order of merit, or according to 
right. 

Promotion in order of rank should be the rule ; 
$t the teacher should reserve the right to fill 
icancies by new appointments. 
Before the time of the first Lesson, the Orderly 
ould be provided with a blank book, of pocket 
se, to be called "the Boll-Book." In this should 
\ written the names, first, of the officers, including 
e Corporals, in order of rank, and, second, the 
.mes of the privates, in alphabetical order. There 
ould be blank spaces opposite the names, in 
lich to note absences. At the close of every 
jular drill or parade, the Orderly should report 
a names of all absentees to the teacher. Every 
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boy should be required to be present, Trader soi 
system of fines or penalties. 

LESSON I. 

TO FOEM COMPANY. 

The Orderly is to "form company" hereafa 
At the appointed time, exactly, or upon receivii 
an order to form company from whomever is 
command, he will place himself at the spot 
which the right of the line is to rest, facing towa 
the left of the line that is to be, and will comman 

Company — Fall In. 

At this command the tallest man will place hii 
self next to the Orderly, his left elbow touching tl 
Orderly's left (the two men will thus be facing 
opposite directions), and the rest of the compai 
(including Corporals) will fall in as has alrea< 
been prescribed. As soon as the Orderly has sei 
the right of the line posted, he will pass down tl 
front of the line, superintending the sizing, if ne 
essary. The other Sergeants will be at the rear < 
the line, having general superintendence of tl 
formation. The commissioned officers will be t 
gethcr, at the rear. The Orderly and other Se 
geants will caution the men to cover square, to tal 
correct fronting-distance, and to be prompt in fin 
ing and taking their places. We can not afford 
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;e time in forming company. All should take a 
ide in being able to form company in the least 
ssible time. No talking after the command Fall 
,. The instructor should be near the Orderly, in 
ier to remind him of the commands to be given, 
j soon as all are fallen in, the orders are : 

Company — Front. 
Right — Dress. Front. 

At this point, either of the methods for forming 

two ranks (given in the School of the Soldier, 

sson IX.) may be followed. In either case, the 

st command will be, In two ranks form Com- 

ny— 

Might — Face. March. 

[f the second method be followed, the command 
11 now be, Front. After this, a Might Dress 
11 probably be necessary. The Commissioned 
cers and Sergeants should be nearly opposite 
jir places at the rear, as shown in Plate III. 
Che Orderly will now command : 

Attention to Moll, 

1 placing himself opposite the center of the com- 
ly, at convenient distance, will proceed promptly 
sail off the names from his book, in their order, 
the instant you hear your name called, answer 
dly, " Here," and take the position prescribed 
a Parade Meet. 
f no one answers to a name called, the Orderly 
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will repeat it ; if no reply be given at the 

call, he will enter an " absent" opposite that nam%l 

and pass on. 

As soon as he has finished calling the roll, he] 
will command an Attention. He will then b< 
at the right of the company, and, passing down 
line, will count (mentally) the number of men m] 
the front rank. He will divide this number 
four, thus determining the number of men for the] 
front of each section ; but he will take care 
the first three sections shall contain each an eve 
number of files — thatf is, they must have a front 
four, six, eight, or ten men. The fourth section ma] 
have fuller ranks, without much increasing its 
tional front, since the men are smaller than those in j 
the other sections, and so take up less space. 

The Orderly will now command : 

Corporals to the Front. 
At this order, every Corporal who finds hinou 



in the rear rank will slightly touch the back of 
man in front of him, and the two will exchi 
places, quietly. 

Corporals will'understand that their posts are 
be as follows : The First (tallest) on the right of 
first section ; the Second (or next in height) on 
left of the same section ; the Third on the right 
the second section ; the Fourth on the left of 
same, and so on. 
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b Orderly will now proceed to the right of the 
and call for the " Corporal on the right of the 
section? The First Corporal will step out and 
his post. The rule is, that the tallest Corporal 
he tallest man shall form the first file of com- 
. It will be necessary, therefore, for the front 

to take a side-step to the left, thus leaving 
j for the Corporal to be posted in front of the 
,t man, who will be in the rear rank ; and at 
,ame time, by taking ground to the left, the 
icy made by the Corporal's stepping out will 
led up. The Orderly will see to it that these 
;ments are made with as little loss of time as 
ble. 

iving posted the First Corporal, the Orderly 
pass to the left of the first section, and call out, 
yoral on the left of the first section. Corporal 
s right of the second" These two Corporals 
promptly present themselves to be posted, and 
)rderly will command to the front rank, " Take 
rid to the right (or left)" as he sees need, 
i the same principles, the Orderly will post the 
•ining Corporals. 

is customary, in forming c6mpany, for the 
; Corporal to take the right of the line, although 
lay not be taller than the tallest private ; by so 
g he saves time for the Orderly, 
j fast as the Corporals are posted, and the sec- 

and platoons thereby defined, the Lieutenants 
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and Sergeants will take their positions as lean 
from Plate III., and explained by the follow 
directions: 

First Lieutenant, opposite the center of the fon 
section. 

Second Lieutenant, opposite the center of 1 
first platoon. 

Third Lieutenant, opposite the center of the fi 
ond platoon. 

Second Sergeant, opposite the second file fr 
the left of the company. In the maneuvers he ? 
be designated left guide of the company. 

Third Sergeant, opposite the second file from ■ 
right of the second platoon. 

Fourth Sergeant, opposite the second file fr 
the left of the first platoon. 

Fifth Sergeant, opposite the second file from 
right of the first platoon. 

These officers — who are called "file-close: 
when formed in the rear of platoons and section 
will take the posts above named, two paces to 
rear of the rear rank, dressing by their rij 
Whether marching by front of company or 
flank, they are to retain their positions. They , 
not presume upon their rank to do anything < 
trary to good soldiership. It will be the dutj 
the Lieutenants, when acting as file-closers, to 
rect any errors of formation or movement they i 
notice, and they are to be obeyed. 
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As soon as the Corporals are posted, the Ord< 
will command : 

First Section, Left-^Axm. 
Second Section, Bight — Facte. 
Third Section, Left — Face. 
Fourth Section, Bight — Facte. 
Company — Front. 
First Platoon, Left — Face. 
Second Platoon, Bight — Face. 
Company — Front. 

By these facings, the members of each subdivu 
learn their places, and know where they bel< 
These movements will be executed " without d< 
ling." 

The Orderly, as soon as he has posted his 
rals and faced his sections and platoons, as ai 
will command : 

In each rank, Count — Twos. 

At this order, the First Corporal and the 
behind him will each count " One" the men of 
next file will each count " Two," the next 
" One," the next " Two" and so on, down the 
Study these V's and their numbers : 

2 12 12 18 1 

VVVVVVVV 

2 12 12 12 1 

VVVVVVVV 
Pronounce the numbers distinctly, as nearly 
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bible in the same tone with the rest, without 
ing 4;he head, and in time ; that is, the counting 
Should be regular, like the falling of the feet in 
kiarching at quick time. 

At first there may be mistakes made in counting, 
jfcithough there need be none, if all give strict atten- 
tion. It should be understood that it is a disgrace 
Id a man to miss his number. To miss indicates 
painlessness or dullness. If a mistake is made, the 
rderly will command, Cease Counting, and cause 
e count to be begun again. At first, also, it may- 
found best to command, Front Bank, Count — 
/ then, Hear Bank, Count — Twos / then, In . 
h rank, Count — Twos. 

The Captain, when he shall have observed the 

ting to be nearly completed, will take position 

front of the center of the company, facing the 

e, fifteen or twenty paces distant. 

The Orderly will now take position at the right, 

ing toward the left of the line, and will com- 

d a Bight Dress. He will be sure to get a 

'ectly straight line. (Take care not to forget the 

*ront") Then he will march down the line until 

reaches a point opposite the Captain's position, 

hen he will file right, and advance to within four 

ces of the Captain, halt himself, about face, and 

mmand : 

Compcmy — Salute. 

At the word Salute, every man will promptly 
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raise his right hand to the visor of his cap, fin 
extended, palm to the front, elbow held as neai 
body as convenient, hand held perpendicularly, 
first finger covering the right eye. Keep the h 
at the visor, for the present 

The Orderly, immediately upon having given 
above command, will about face, salute the ( 
tain, in the manner above described, and say, " 
the company is formed." The Captain will re] 
" To your post in line," at which words the Ord< 
will bring his hand from his cap to his side, ; 
will advance beyond the Captain, passing his ri{ 
march three paces to his rear, turn to the right, 
proceed by the shortest course to his post at 
right of the company. 

Note. — When the Captain is not in line, 
Orderly will occupy the Captain's position, in 
front rank. 

As soon as the Orderly has passed the Capt 
after having been ordered to his post, the Cap 
will acknowledge the salute of the company 
raising his cap. 

At the very instant — not sooner or later — 
his cap leaves his head, every right hand nius 
brought to the side, in one motion, and all togel 

Be on the watch for this signal, for no comu 
is given. 

The instructor will cause the Salute to be re] 
ed several times, for practice, himself giving 
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ommand, Company — Salute, and directing the 
Japtain when to acknowledge it. 

The Orderly has nothing more to do after having 
©turned to his post He is now First Sergeant and 
Sight Guide of the company. The Captain (or in- 
structor) now has the command. 

Note 1. — This ceremony need not be performed 
it every drill. To save time, the Orderly, as soon 
18 he has formed company, may take his post, and 
irom that position may say to the Captain, " Sir, 
lie company is formed;" whereupon the Captain 
riil take command, without formality. 

Note 2. — When the company has learned the 
nanual of arms, Present Arms (from a Shoulder) 
;akes the place of-the Salute, and the Captain, after 
laving raised his cap, will command a Shoulder 
Arms. 
Note 3. — The Orderly, when carrying a musket, 
salute the Captain by bringing his left arm 
'Oss the breast, hand at the height of the right 
toulder, fingers extended, palm undermost, first 
iger touching the piece. He will retain this po- 
ition until the Captain commands him to return to 
post in line, when he will bring his left hand 
imartly to the side, and move forward. 
■" The Captain, under the guidance of the instructor 
—who will stand near him — will now exercise the 
company in some of the matters already learned. 
The following programme is suggested : 
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Parade — Rest. 
Company — Attention. 
Eyes Bight — Front. 
Eye* Zr/fc —Front. 
Right Eace — Front. 
Left Eace — Front. 
About — Face. 
About — Face. 
Mark Tinw — March. 
( Guide — Right.) 
Halt. 

Right Dress — Front. 
Parade — Rest. 

The Captain must be encouraged by the 
structor to speak very distinctly and clearly, 
make sufficient pause between the command 
caution and that of execution, and to pronow 
the last words with promptness and animation. 

Hereafter, the instructor will teach and expli 
all new commands and movements, and will sed 
their ready execution. During such instruct 
the Captain will occupy his place at the right 
the line, and will give careful attention to whatei 
is being taught. As soon as a new movement 
learned by the men, the instructor should call! 
Captain forward, require him to give the cfl 
mauds, and superintend the movement. 

In the movements of platoons, the Captain I 
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command of the first platoon, the First Lieutenant 
of the second. In the movements of sections, the 
Captain commands the first section, the First Lieu- 
"tenant the third, the Second Lieutenant the second, 
•the Third Lieutenant the fourth. Each of these 
officers has commands to give and care to exercise. 
Jn every movement, therefore, of platoons and sec- 
tions, the instructor should first teach it, the officer 
looking on, and then should require that officer to 
take charge of the movement himself. The in- 
structor must remember not to take too much out 
of the officers' hands. 

The Lieutenants, in turn, should be required to 
dill the Captain's position. Each officer must un- 
derstand not only his own duties, but those of his 
"brother officers ; so that, in case of absences, any 
" officer shall be prepared to fill any place. 

In the Lessons which follow, no space can be 

■pared for repetitions of u first principles." The 

; "instructor and the commissioned officers must all 

j^^fcke pains to notice and correct any falling off of 

■ r attention, on the part of the men, to the many and 

■ ^Hrious little things which go to the making up of 

--"'lie soldier, and which promote the efficiency and 

*ltie appearance of the company. It is to be re- 

**Xembered by the Lieutenants, that they are, to a 

^^rtain extent, responsible for the soldiership of 

*iieir sections. 



■ in 
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LESSON II. 

DOUBLING FILES. 

The company being formed, the instructor wiJ 
teach the following new movement to single sec 
tions, the others being ordered to Parade Rest. 

After having cautioned the men to be sure to re 
member their numbers. — the Ones and Twos — h« 
will command, Might — Face. The men will now 
be in the positions given in Plate IV., Fig. 1. 

Now, at the word " One," let the rear rank take 
(all together) one side-step to the right, a full pace. 
The men are now in the positions indicated by 
Fig. 2. 

Lastly, at the word "Two," all the Numbei 
Twos will step forward (with the right foot) and 
place themselves, elbow to elbow, with the Ones— 
that is, " IPs" step to the sides of " I's," and " 2V 5 
to the sides of " l's." The men are now in the po- 
sition indicated by Fig. 3. A careful study of th€ 
figures of the Plate, with as careful reading of the 
instructions, ought to give a clear notion of thifi 
rather intricate movement. 

Feont. 

At this command, every man will make a Lefi 
Face. Then, at the word "One," the Twos will 
step forward (with the left foot) and place them- 
selves, elbow to elbow, with the Ones. The tw 
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ranks will now be in the same position they *\ 
in at Fig. 2, except that they are facing to the ft 
instead of facing, as in Fig. 2, to the right. Tl 
at the word " Two,"the rear rank will take one i 
forward (with the left foot), when they will be c 
more at fronting-distance with the front rank, a 
first ; and all will be faced to the front. 

Errors may be made in this movement, owinj 
the men's forgetting their numbers. In such c 
when the section is brought to the front, the 
structor should cause the men to Count Twos ag 

For a while, until the men become accustoi 

to this movement, it will be well to give the c 

mand thus : 

Might — Face. One. Two. 

£he words of execution— "Face? " One? "T\ 
— should be given in quick time. The sounds 
the feet, as they make the motions, should mark 
time distinctly. These remarks apply to the c 
mand and movement of Front. 

After this new movement is learned, the instr 
or should caution the company (and he should 
very careful to remember himself), that herea 
the command Right Face will mean that, in a 
tion to facing to the right, the files are to " doi 
up," as it is called. Whenever it is desired to 
cute a Might Face in the old way, the comn: 
will be — 

Without doubling, Might — Face. 
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When the section (or company) has executed this 
Double up Right Face, it is said to be " In fowr 
ranks, double files" This expression will be used 
in commanding the movement when the company- 
is marching by the flank. 

A "Double up Left Face" is to be executed on 
the principles just learned. In this case, the com- 
mand being — 

Left — Face, 
At the word Face, all will face to the left. At 
the word " One," the rear rank will take the side- 
step to the left. At the word "Two," the Ones 
will step (with the left foot) and place themselves, 
Blbbw to elbow, with the Twos, on their left ; that 
is, the "I's" will join the "H's," and the " IV will 
join the " 2's." 

At a Front, from a Left Face, all face to the 
ight ; at " One," the Ones step forward (with the 
ight foot) to the right of the Twos ; at "Two," the 
•ear rank closes upon the front, by one step for- 
ward. 

It is somewhat confusing to execute a Left Face, 
)n these principles, immediately after a Bight Face, 
&ut the company should be drilled upon these fac- 
ings until it can execute them promptly and neatly. 
The file-closers at the rear of the company (the 
Lieutenants and Sergeants), at a Right (or left) 
Face, will face to the right (or left), and take side- 
iteps in that direction until they are two paces from 
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the rearmost rank. They will cover square ^ 
each other. At a Front, they will face right 
left) with the rest, and step forward to their o: 
inal positions. 

After a Double up Right Face, the commi 
may be given, Forward — March. Fig. 4 of PI 
IV. illustrates the movement, with the addition 
a File left. Observe that the Orderly marches 
rectly in front of Number " I," of the first file, v 
the Captain at his left elbow. Notice, also, the 
sitions and course of the file- closers. These offic 
are not in exactly their right places, owing to 
fact that but few more than half a company is r 
resented ; but this inaccuracy need create no d 
culty. It is not difficult for a man, after he '. 
once learned his place, to keep it. 

When marching in four ranks, double files, " 
guide" is always by the left ; that is, on the 8 
of the Corporals. On this flank, all must " co 
square" upon the Orderly, who gives the mo 
ment its direction. 

In marching by the left flank, in four ran 
double files (after a Left Face), the Captain and 
Second Sergeant have the lead. In this case, " 
guide" is by the right. 

Let us suppose the company to be marching 
four ranks, by the right flank, as in Plate IV., I 
4. After having cleared the turning point, the 
structor mav command : 
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In two ranks , undouble files — March. 

it the word March, the Number Ones ("IV 
I " l's") will continue to march straight ahead ; 

even-numbered men ("IPs" and "2's") will 
rk time one or two steps, or until the Ones have 
sed them, when they will step obliquely, with 

left foot, and take their old places behind the 
». At the same time, or as soon as the files 
in two ranks, the rear rank will oblique to the 
, and take the elbow-touch with the front rank. 
nh what you have to do ; remember your num- 
i ; don't wait to see some one else moving, but 
rour own work, whatever that is, as soon as you 
r the word March. 

In four ranks, double files — March. 

his is nothing more than making a Double up 
ht Face on the march. No further explanation 
is necessary. 

emember that in all these movements the guide 
ft. If the instructor chooses to practice them 
he left flank, he will remind the men that the 
s and Twos are to exchange duties, as was ex- 
led in the Double up Left Face. In these cases 
;uide will be right. 

a almost every parade-ground, certainly in 
y drill-room, it will be necessary to file right 
ft frequently, and to countermarch. The com- 
d of execution, for the movements just given, 
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should never be pronounced until any turning po 
is completely passed. 

While marching in four ranks by the right flai 
a very pretty movement is effected in obedience 
the command, 

From center ', open order — March. 

At the word March, the " I's" and " H's" \ 
march obliquely to the left, the "l's" and "2 
obliquely to the right, so far that the men of ei 
file (each line of fours) shall be two paces aps 
The guide is left, and all will cover square. 

Countermarch by file left — Mabch. 

The diagram below explains what is required : 

> > > > 

AV AV AV AV 

V ' V V V 

V V V V 

V V V V 

V V V V 

The guide is now by the right. 

The same command, repeated when all h 
passed the turning point, will bring the eonip; 
back to its original direction; and this coniin 
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be given again, and the original direction re- 
Bined, or a tangle will be the result. 
^Open order may be commanded also "from the 
9ght (or left) flank" in which case the men of the 
Kght (or left) flank march straight forward, while 
^e other ranks will oblique to the right (or left), 
3e second rank two paces, the third four paces, and 
Be fourth six paces. 

- By center, close order — March. 
To the right (or left) flank, close order — March. 

These commands will cause the men to return to 
fceir original relative positions, in close order, from 
3ther of the above open-order movements. 

In all the movements taught in this lesson, the 
"file-closers" (Lieutenants and Sergeants) will keep 
lieir places, two paces to the right (or left) of the 
rank. 



LESSON III. 

TO ADVANCE IN LINE OP BATTLE. 

Plate III. represents a company "in line of 
•attle." To march by the front in line of battle, 
Seeping perfectly aligned, requires steadiness and 
■"trict attention to the length and cadence of the 
tep, the touch of elbows to the right, the holding 
le shoulders square to the front, and, on the part 
if the guide — the Captain — the utmost precision in 
Starching squarely to the front. 
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When about to command this movement, thei 

structor will assure himself that the shoulders 

the Captain and Orderly are perfectly in the din 

tion of their respective ranks, and that the Sergea 

accurately covers the Captain. He will then pla 

himself twenty-five or thirty paces in front of th( 

and facing them, standing exactly on the line whi 

passes between their heels. He will then co 

mand: 

Company, forward — 

At this, the Fifth Sergeant will pass rapic 
from the rank of file-closers, and will place hi 
self about six paces in front of the Captain, movi 
to the right or left in obedience to signals or dir 
tions from the instructor, until he is correc 
aligned between the instructor and Captain, 
soon as he is aligned, he will take two points on t 
ground on the line passing between his own a 
the instructor's heels. The instructor will n< 
step aside and command : 

March. 

Or he may, in order to give the company suffici< 
caution, repeat the caution already given : 

Company , forward — Makcii. 

At this command the company will step off w 
promptness. The directing Sergeant will obser 
with the greatest precision, the length and time 
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the step, marching toward the two points he has 
chosen. A little before arriving at the nearest 
point, he will take new points in advance, exactly 
in the same line, fifteen or more paces apart. The 
Captain will cover square with this Sergeant, keep- 
ing always the six paces from him. The Orderly 
Will cover square with the Captain. The men will 
each keep the head square to the front, feel lightly 
the elbow of his neighbor on the right, and take 
the utmost care to preserve his exact place in line. 
Don't crowd toward the right ; touch elbows light- 
ly. Never, under any circumstances, lap elbows. 
The Corporal next the Captain will take special 
pains not to pass him, or to push against him ; he 
must resist pressure from his left ; he is, as it were, 
a guard to the Captain, and is to see that he has 
freedom to march squarely to the front. 

Unless all these little matters are strictly attended 
to— unless, above all, the directing Sergeant does 
his work thoroughly — undulations in the front of 
the company will follow. 

Hie instructor should march the company for- 
: ward two or three hundred paces, or as far as the 
ground will permit. He will march near the di- 
recting flank, in a position from which he may 
| glance along both ranks. If the rear rank undu* 
\ lates, he may, after a halt, align that rank three or 
! four paces behind the front rank, and require it to 
V march to the front independently. He will post 

i 
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the Captain and the directing Sergeant som- 
on the left of the company ; or he may, after 
and an about face, post them at the right or 
the rear rank — which becomes a front rai 
marching to the rear, " in retreat." 

Company — Halt. 

Let no man stir after having obeyed this com 
The directing Sergeant will remain in advanc 
less ordered to return to the line of file-closer 

The instructor may now command a liiy 
left) Dress, by the guiding flank ; or he may 
an alignment to be made, according to the ] 
pies prescribed in the School of the Soldier 
31. The Captain will attend to the alignni 
the front rank, the Orderly to that of the rear 
The Captain will give the command Front, 

The instructor will exercise the company 
and thoroughly in the direct march in line of ' 
As soon as practicable, the services of a dir 
Sergeant should be dispensed with, and the C 
left to direct the movement. If the I'apiain 
mand the movement, he will pronounce the 
of command, very clearly, from his po<t. 

The Company being in the direct march, t 
structor may cause it to march obliquely, b\ 
mands, and in accordance with principles al 
prescribed. See School of the Soldier, pa*. 
He will at first cause the oblique to be mm 
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ward the side of the guide. Remember, however, 
that the guide, in obliquing, is always on the side 
toward which the oblique is made. Whenever you 
lose your alignment, regain it by taking longer or 
shorter steps, without losing the time or changing 
the direction. 

The company should be drilled in marking time, 
while on the direct march ; also in the Right about. 
In this latter case, the directing Sergeant will face 
about with the company, and pass rapidly to a 
point six paces in front of the file-closers, and will 
march forward directly in advance of the Orderly. 
Note. — The Fifth Sergeant should have the honor 
of being employed as directing Sergeant, only on 
account of his steadiness and precision. If he fail 
in these respects, some other Sergeant should be 
called upon. 

In the commands which follow, nothing will be 
required beyond what has already been taught; 
explanations, therefore, will be brief and concise. 
Study out every movement carefully. A slate and 
pencil .will help you, if you have any skill at draw- 
fog. Many use checkers, or the pawns of chess- 
men, in studying maneuvers. In this case, let the 
reds represent "Ones" and the whites "Twos," and 
use the kings, castles, knights, etc., for officers. 
With checkers for privates, pawns for Sergeants, and 
kings, etc., for other officers, almost every company 
movement may be easily studied. 
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The company is marching in line of battle, | 
ing by the right. 

By the right flank — March. 

Double up, rapidly. Guide left. 

By the left flank — March. 

Undouble promptly ; that is, return to youi 
sitions in line of battle. Guide right. 

By the left flank — March. 

Double toward the left. Guide right. 

By the left flank — March. 

Undouble files. Guide left. You are 
marching by the rear of the company. 

Right about — March. 
Guide right. 

By the right flank, file left — March. 

Double up. The Captain and Orderly file ' 
the First Corporal follows and covers square ' 
the Orderly. Each rank of fours comes square i; 
the turning point and wheels left, elbow to ell 
The pivot-man takes care not to remain on 
turning point. 

By the left flank — March. 

Undouble files. Guide right. 

Company — Halt. 
Right — Dress. Front. 
Parade — "Rest. 
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LESSON IV. 

O BBEAK INTO COLUMN, BY PLATOON OB SECTION. 

Die company being at a halt, in line of battle, 
j instructor, wishing to break it into column, by 
ttoon, to the right, will command : 

By platoon, right wheel — Mabch. 

Donsult Plate V. At the first part of this com- 
tnd, the Captain will rapidly place himself two 
ees in front of the center of the first platoon ; the 
rst Lieutenant, passing around the left of the 
npany, on the run, will place himself two paces 
front of the second platoon, both facing to the 
nt. The Orderly will replace the Captain in the 
nt rank. 

At the word March, the right front rank man of 
3h platoon will face to the right, the Orderly 
nding fast ; the chief of each platoon will move 
ickly, by the shortest line, a little beyond the 
int at which the marching flank will rest when 
) wheel shall be completed, face to the late rear, 
1 place himself so that the line which he forms 
;h the man on the right (who had faced to the 
ht) shall be at right angles to the line occupied 
the company in line of battle. At the same 
ie — at the word March — each platoon will wheel 
ording to the principles prescribed for the wheel 
odl a halt. Consult Lesson YIII. in the School of 
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ie Soldier, page 40. When the man who con* 
lucts the marching flank shall have arrived within 
iree paces from the line on which the platoon is to 
it, the chief of platoon will command : 

I Platoon — Halt. 

The Orderly will now leave his position, pass 
rapidly, in front of the first platoon, to the point at 
which the left of that platoon is to rest; and the 
Second Sergeant will place himself, in like manner, 
hi respect to the second platoon. The Captain and 
jpirst Lieutenant will each align his Sergeant be- 
tween himself and the man of his platoon who had 

ied to the right, and will take care to leave space 

lough between them for the front of the platoon. 

Each chief of platoon will now place himself two 

:es outside of his Sergeant (who has now become 

ie guide), and, facing toward him, will command : 

Left — Dress. 

The alignment being ended, each chief will com- 
mand, Fronts and place himself two paces before 

center. 

! File-closers will observe the movements expected 
6F them by studying the Plate. 

To break into column by sections is to be effected 
fcx the same principles. At the command, 

By section^ right wheels 

ke Captain will place himself in front of the center 
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of the first section ; the Second Lieutenant, 
around the right of the company, will place hi] 
in front of the second section ; the First and 
Lieutenants, passing around the left of the 
pany, will place themselves in front of the thii 
and fourth sections respectively. At the comi 

March, 

each section will wheel to the right; and at 
word Halt, the Sergeants will post themselves, 
alignment as guides, as follows : 

The Orderly at the left of the first section. 
The 2d Sergt. " " " fourth « 
The3dSergt. " " " third « 
The 4th Sergt. " " " second " 

The positions of sections in column, with th« 
chiefs and guides, is given in Plate VI. 

The Fifth Sergeant will remain in the line of fil 
closers, at the rear of the first section. His vol 
will come when the column moves, as he will di 
cover by-and-by. 

By platoon, or l>y section^ left wheels is to be exe 
cuted on the same principles as those given for 
right wheel. This movement need rarely be ex* 
cuted. 

The instructor, wishing to break the company Ljl 
platoon or section to the right, and to move the con 
umn foi'ward, after the wheel is completed, Drill 
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explain to the company what he is about U 
and command : 

By platoon (or section) right wheel. 

At this order, the chiefs of platoons (or sect 

will move rapidly to the fronts of their respe< 

lines ; they are not to post themselves at the \ 

which will be touched by the marching fli 

they will remain in front during the continuanc 

the wheel. 

March. 

At this command, the platoons (or sections) 
each wheel to the right, preceded by their cL 
conforming to the principles just laid down; 
cept that the man at the pivot will not, as be 
face to the right, but will mark time in his tra 
When the marching flank of each platoon (or 
tion) has arrived within one pace of the enc 
that line which would be at right angles with 
line of battle, occupied just before by the comp 
the instructor will command : 

Forward^ 

and at the instant the wheel is completed, he 

add, 

March. 

At this command, each platoon (or section) 
move straight to the front, and they will togi 
form a marching column. At the same v 
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'.March, the Sergeants will move rapidly to the left 
of their respective platoons (or sections), covering 
square upon the Orderly, who will take pains to 
inarch d\rectly to the front, taking points on the 
ground, as recently prescribed. As soon as the in- 
structor has seen these guides posted, he will com- 
£mand to the company, 

Guide left ; 

. "whereupon the men of each platoon (or section) 
. "will take and keep the touch of the elbow toward 
y-iiie guide. 

During these movements, the chiefs of platoons 
{or sections) will face their commands, marching 
"backward, and will caution their men to remember 
the principles of wheeling — the guide by the 
marching flank, and the touch of elbow toward 
the pivot ; they will also, if necessary, repeat the 
commands of the instructor, immediately upon 
bearing them, in a low tone of voice. They will 
consider themselves largely responsible for the ac- 
curate movements of their lines. At the command, 
Guide left, they will face to the front, and will 
each take care to preserve the proper interval be- 
tween his platoon (or section) and the one before it. 
The guides, however, will be held responsible for 
the intervals between platoons or sections ; they 
Vrill preserve correct distance, although their chiefs 
may neglect it. Take your distance, Sergeant, and 
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keep it, even if you have to guide your platoon a 
section against your chief's heels. 

The company may be broken by platoons (a 
sections) to the left, and conducted forward in col 
umn, according to the same principles. 

It may easily happen that the officer in command 
of a company shall desire to break into column bj 
platoons or sections, when the company is in line 
of battle in such position — as near the wall of a 
drill-room, or at the side of a street — that there M 
not space enough to make the right wheel. 

The following method — which, for simplicity, ii 
arranged for platoons, but which can easily be en* 
larged to a movement by sections — may in such 
cases be employed : 

By right of platoons, to the rear into column; 
Company, without doubling, Right — Face. 

Consult Plate VII. Immediately after having 
faced to the right, the Corporal on the right of ead| 
platoon will disengage himself, and, with his rear 
rank man, take position, facing to the rear, as indi- 
cated in the Plate. The following file will maket 
half file right. The Orderly and Second Sergeant 
will rapidly move to their positions, as shown in 
the illustration, facing also to the rear. The First 
Lieutenant will run around the left of the company, 
and place himself with his breast almost in contact 
with the left elbow of the Corporal, on the leftrfl 
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tlu 1 iirst platoon. The Captain will take ash 
]N*itioii, facing an imaginary corporal. 

March. 

At this command, the Sergeants will 
promptly and march straight forward; the 
raU and companions, and the remaining files, 
follow the lead of the Sergeants. 

The chictV of platoons, when the third file 
the left is abreast of them, will command: 

jFii'vt i or eovnd) platoon / 

and while the last tile is turning, they will 
m ami : 

Halt. Fkoxt. 

Alter • •bevinir the last command, no one 
btir. e\cep: the Sergeant, who will pass rapic 
fn»nt ot" hi- platoon, and place himself with hi 
e!l»ow near the hivasl of his chief. The chie 
pi at o. ins will i:ow >K*p two i>r three paces 
ward, anil command : 

/ 7/ -.s - ■ o r .*• ■ ■•■ , ■ / - 2 •'• ' ?' '■ *« . -£«," ft — Dkess. Fb 

They will then take their positions in front' 
renter of their platoons. 

No great anioun: ol ingenuity is requisit 
ndap'.ing these instructions to the breaking 
company into column by sections. 
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LESSON V. 

FROM COLUMN INTO LINE. 

The company being in column by platoon, right 
in front, and at a halt, if it be desired to form it in 
line of battle, the instructor will first see that the 
jguides cover square, and, if necessary, will com- 
mand a Left Dress. If this command be given, 
each chief of platoon will place himself briskly two 
paces outside of his guide and direct the alignment, 
BO that his platoon shall be dressed perpendicularly 
to the proposed line of battle. After having assured 
bis alignment, each chief will command Fronts and 
return to his post in column. The instructor will 
now command : 
| Left into line wheel — March. 

\ The chiefs of platoons will repeat the word March 
kt the instant of hearing it. At that word, the 
front rank man at the left of each platoon will face 
|o the left, and place himself with his breast lightly 
touching the arm of the guide by his 6ide, who will 
Itand fast. At the same time, each platoon will 
Hrheel to the left, on the principle of wheels from a 
fcalt, already learned. Each chief will turn and 
ace his platoon, and, marching backward, will 
lirect the movement. When the marching flank 
las rather more than half completed the wheel, 
>ach chief will command, 

First (or second) platoon ,• 
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and when the marching flank is within thr< 
of the line of battle, he will add the comma 

Halt. 

The First Lieutenant will now return to 
of file-closers, passing around the left of hi* 
vision. The Captain will move rapidly 
point at which the right of the company ^ 
in line, and command : 

Company \ Right — Dress. 

The line must be so dressed that it shall c 
to the line of the guides. After a Front, tl 
mand will be given by the instructor, or 
Captain, 

Guides — Posts. 

At this command, the Sergeants will mo 1 
idly to their posts. . 

No illustration is given for this movement 
in order to compel study. With drawing mn 
or perhaps better, with chess-men and check* 
whole movement can be easily realized fr< 
book. Execute the miniature movement, fir: 
platoons, then with sections. 

Right into line wheel may be performed 
same general principles; but it is a mc 
which rarelv need be executed. 

The column being on the march, right ir 
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»y be brought into line of battle by the com- 

tand: 

JBy platoons, left wheel — March. 

At the word March, briskly repeated by the 

kiefs of platoons, the left guides will halt; the 

lan next to the left guide in each platoon will 

iark time; the platoons will wheel to the left, 

informing to the principles of the wheel from a 

red pivot. "When the right of platoons shall ar- 

,ve near the line of battle, the instructor will com- 

tand : 

Forward, guide right — March. 

At the word March, given at the instant the 
fceel is completed, all the men of the company 
ill move steadily forward, guiding by the right, 
be officers will rapidly take their positions as in 
ae of battle. If the movement be made by 6ec- 
tms, the guides of the second and third will pass 
romptly to the rear, immediately upon hearing 
b word Forward, through the intervals left be- 
teen the right of one section and the left of the 
ixt. 

"While marching in column of platoons or sec- 
ins — we will say the latter — right in front, the 
mmand may be given, 

Guide Right. 

At this command, the guides will pass rapidly in 
>nt of their sections, take position on the right of 
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them, covering square upon the Orderly. At 
same time the men will take the elbow-toucl 
ward the right. 

By the right flarik, file left — March. 

At the command March, the Lieutenants 
move rapidly to their places as file-closers; 
guides will continue to march straight forward; 
sections will face by the right flank, doubling 
rapidly, and will file left, the Corporal on the r 
keeping fron ting-distance with his guide. As « 
as the guide of any section finds himself all 
within fronting-distance from the last files (doi 
files) of the preceding section, he will step brii 
to the rear, and take his place among the 
closers ; the Corporals on the right of sections ' 
close up to the proper distance with the left of] 
ceding sections. 

If the instructor desires now to march the c 
pany in line of battle, he has only to command 

By the left fiank — March. 

While marching by the right flank, as above, 
following commands may be given : 

First section, by the left flank — March. 

The remainder of the company will still 
marching by the right flank. As soon as thei 
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section has proceeded far enough to nearly 
rer the first, 

Second section, by the left flank — March. 

The third and fourth sections are still marching 
i. As soon as the third nearly covers the second, 

Third section, by the left flaiih — March ; 

id when the fourth nearly covers the third, 

Fowrth section, by the left flank — March. 

Study out for yourselves, now, what the chiefs 
id guides of sections should do at these com- 
ids, when they should do it, and how. Remem- 
\r to undouble files in passing from four ranks to 
te of sections. 



LESSON VI. 

COMPANY, OR PLATOON, INTO LINE, 

t 

WHEN ON THE MARCH BY THE RIGHT FLANK. 

t The company being on the march by the right m 
Lank, the instructor may order the Captain to form 
b into line, whereupon the Captain will command : 

By company, into line — March. 

Consult Plate VIII. At the word March, the 
Orderly will continue to march straight forward. 




By Company, into Lihb. 
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he men will rapidly undouble files, oblique inde- 
endently of each other to the left, take the double 
uick step (see page 111), and move toward the line 
F battle by the shortest course, taking care to come 
lto line one after the other. The front rank men, 
g they arrive successively in line with the Orderly, 
dll take the step from him, and then turn their 
pes to the front The rear rank men will follow 
leir file-leaders, but without endeavoring to arrive 
1 line at the same time with them. 

At the instant the movement begins, the Captain 
ill face to his company, in order to supervise the 
tovement, and as soon as the last file is in line, he 
ill command, Guide left, place himself two paces 
efore the center, face to the front, and take the 
«p of the company. At the command Guide left, 
le Second Sergeant will step promptly into the 
ont rank, on the left, to serve as guide. The Or- 
arly will keep his place, at the other flank. 

When the company is on the march by the left 
ank, this movement may be executed by the same 
ttnmands, and by the same principles. 
The company being marching by the right flank, 

at first, the command may be given : 

By platoon, into line — March. 

The movement illustrated by Plate VIII., and 
st taught, will now be executed by platoons. 
le Captain will take care of the first platoon ; the 
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First Lieutenant — passing through the ope 
which will be made at the center of the compa 
will direct the second platoon. These offi 
without waiting for each other, will coram 
Cruide left, at the instant their respective plat 
are formed. At this command, the guide of ■ 
platoon will pass rapidly to the left flank oi 
platoon. The file-closers will follow the plat 
to which they are attached. 

There need be no difficulty now in executing 
movement, 

By sections, into line — Maboh. 

The first movement taught in this lesson is 
to result in some confusion, unless the men 
well drilled, especially in this very maneuver, 
is advised not to require its execution very ofte 
and yet the company should know how to exe< 
it. The same result may be attained, by a sloi 
but neater and more showy movement, by the o 
mands (while marching by the right flank): 

Company, by the left flank — Maboh. 
By Company, right wlieel — March. 
Forward — Makoh. 

But this movement needs plenty of room. 

In the case, however, of platoons, and especil 
of sections, u into line," there is less straggling 
risk ; and in the case of sections, the movement, 
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jatly and promptly executed, is quite effective 
ad attractive. 

It may seem best to the drill master to reverse 
jhe course of instruction laid down in this lesson ; 
it is, to teach the " into line" at first to sections, 
m to platoons, and then to the company ; and 
may omit the last step, if he thinks best, with- 
it loss. 



* LESSON VII. 

TO BREAK INTO PLATOONS AND SECTIONS, AND TO 
RE-FORM COMPANY, BY OBLIQUING. 

The company being on the march in line of 
battle, the instructor may command, or desire the 
3aptain to command : 

Break into 'platoons. 

I At this command, the Captain will immediately 
place himself in front of the center of the first 
blatoon ; and he will do well to caution his men 
that in this movement they have nothing to do but 
to march straight forward. At the same command, 
the First Lieutenant will pass quickly around the 
left, to the center, of his platoon, and give the cau- 
tion, Mark time. The Captain, as soon as he has 
ieard the chief of the second platoon give the 
ibove caution, will command : 

March. 

Until this word, all have been marching to the 
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front, in line of battle. At this word, the fin 
platoon continues to march straight ahead, but th 
second platoon obeys the caution, just received, ti 
mark time. Immediately after the word Marti 
the First Lieutenant will command : 

Second platoon, right ohlique — Mabch. 

This platoon will not have had time to marl 
time more than two or three steps before its righ 
flank will have become disengaged from the lef 
flank of the first platoon, which is u marching onJ 
The Lieutenant, in commanding the oblique, wil 
give the word March at the instant the rear ran! 
of the first platoon shall have passed his front rani 
Take rather short steps in obliquing. 

The Orderly, as soon as he hears the commas 
March, from the Captain — the word of executio 
following the caution, Break into platoons — wi 
move rapidly past the front rank of his platooi 
and take position as guide on its left flank. 

"We left the second platoon obliquing. As soo 

as it shall have obliqued so far to the right that i 

guide (the Second Sergeant) shall nearly cover tl 

guide of the first platoon, the Lieutenant will cod 

mand : 

Second platoon, forward ; 

and will add 

March, 

the instant his guide covers squarely with d 
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rderly. The company is now broken into column 

j platoon. 

The chiefs of platoons, in directing these move- 

tents, should be facing their platoons, marching 

ackward. 

How, now, can we re-form company ? By re- 
quiring the first platoon to right oblique, during 
which it will " unmask" the second, which should 
©arch straight forward ; and then, as soon as the 
right flank of the second should join the left of the 
8ret, by commanding a forward march. The fol- 
bwing are the details of this movement : 
| The Captain will command, 

I Form company ; 

■ 

land will immediately add, 

I First platoon^ right oblique. 

I At hearing this, the chief of the second platoon 
Srill caution it to continue to march straight for- 
ward. The Captain will then command : 

| March. 

* The first platoon will oblique to the right, in 

i 

^rder to unmask the second ; the Orderly, passing 
by the front rank, will take his place at the right 
Hank. 

When the Captain (facing his platoon, marching 
backward) shall notice that his line has nearly un- 
enasked the second platoon, he will give the cau- 
bion: 

5 
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Firnt plaUxm, mark time ; 

and the instant the unmasking is complete, hell 

add, 

March. 

The first platoon is now marking time. H 
second platoon has boon inarching straight forwari 
and is now nearly up with the first. The Captii 
will now command : 

First platoon, forward / 

and at the instant the two platoons unite, will ad 

MaRCII. 

The company is now re-formed, and marching 
line of battle. 

When a company is marching in column 1 
platoons, right in front, it may be broken in 
sections^ upon the principles prescribed above. U 
first and second sections are together in the ft 
platoon, the third and fourth, in the second platoo 
The first and third will march straight forwafl 
the second and fourth will right oblique. 

We are now in column by sections : how sb 
we re-form into platoons ? Evidently, the first ai 
third sections must oblique to the right, and ma 
time until the second and fourth, marching straig 
forward, shall unite with them. 

No illustration accompanies this lesson. Erf 
if necessary, to Plate I., for the principles of < 
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inning. Study out the lesson with chessmen and 



:ers. 



LESSON VIII. 

TO CHANGE DIRECTION BY COLUMN. 

When a company is marching in column by pla- 
ins or .sections, on parade through streets, or upon 
parade-ground, the Fifth Sergeant acts as guide 
company and marker. His post is in front of 
te Orderly, at a distance of about ten paces. It 
the Orderly's duty to guide by him, and to pre- 
e the interval. Of course, this Sergeant must 
reliable ; he must be skillful in marching in a 
mtinuous straight line, and in preserving the 
>per length and cadence of the step. When 
■ching in column with other companies, the 
[erly will guide with the left guide of the com- 
ty in advance, and the Sergeant will march in 
place as a file-closer. 
In marching in column by platoong or sections, 
the guide" is habitually " left? 
Changes of direction will be executed according 
the principles of wheeling on the march ; and in 
Wheeling, the guide of any platoon or section must 
Ml/ways he on the marching flank. 

We will suppose the company to be parading in 
the streets, in column of sections. The Fifth Ser- 
jeant is in front, as company guide and marker. 
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Wc arc approaching a corner, and it is our ill 
tion to turn to the right. We must make, til 
fore, a right wheel, by sections ; the left flank 
each will he its marching flank, and the guide* I 
ul ready there. 

When the column is within about its length fa 
the corner, the Captain will command, very cki 
and distinctly : 

Head of column to the right. 

At this command the Fifth Sergeant will fl 
promptly to the point at which the change \ 
direction should be made, placing himself (atfi 
the instructor should place him) on the direcfi 
of the guides, so as to present his breast toll 
flank of the column. The Orderly will guide op 
this Sergeant by such a course that in passingj 
left arm may just graze the marker's breast. 

At the same time — with the above command 
the chiefs of sections will turn and face their lii 
(marching backward), and caution their men tl 
they are to make a right wheel ; not fofu but rif 
When the first section is within four paces from I 
marker (See Plate IX., Fig. 1. The marker 
designated at u 5 □ S."), the Captain will turn* 
command : 

First Section, right wheel / 

and the instant the guide (Orderly) is opposite t 
marker, he will add, 
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Fig. 1. 

Change of Direction, by Column. 
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Mabch. 

When four paces are yet required to couij 
the change of direction, the Captain will commi 

First Section, forward^ 

and at the instant of completing the wheel, 

add, 

Mabcii, 

and take his place in front of the center of 
section. 

The marker will retain his position until 
guide of the fourth section has passed him; 
direction of the column, therefore, depends i 
for awhile, on the Orderly, who will take car 
inarch straight forward. 

The chiefs of the other sections will govern 
movements of their men in accordance with 
instructions just given for the Captain. 

As soon as the guide of the fourth section 
passed the marker, the latter will take the don 
quick to his post in advance of the column. 

We have changed direction to the right; n 

let us change direction to the left. See Plate I 

Fig. 2. 

Head of column to the left. 

Company, guide right. 

At this command, the guides will move rapi 
to the right of their respective sections, each 
ing in front of his section, and the men will 
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B elbow-touch to the right. The marker will pro- 
ed to the point at which the change of direction 
lOiild be made, on the direction of the guides, and 
te Orderly will guide toward him. The chiefs of 
jctions will now attend to the change of direction 
x accordance with the principles already taught, 
ubstituting left wheel for right wheel. 
Review, if necessary, the principles of wheeling 
the march, contained in the School of the Sol- 

L • 

When the company is marching in line of 
Ittle, or by the flank — the Fifth Sergeant, in either 
being in his place as file-closer — and the 
itructor or Captain is about to break into column, 
itending to march forward and make changes of 
jction, the Sergeant should be informed that he 
expected to act as marker, and will start for his 
tee in front as soon as he hears the command of 
cecution {March) which breaks the company into 
Inmn. When, from column, the shape of the com- 
ly is changed to marching in line of battle or by 
ik, the marker will return to his place as file- 
loser. For directions concerning the position of 
le " music," see page 114. 



LESSON IX. 

TO BREAK FILES TO THE BEAR. 

In street marching, it often happens thai qV 
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structions are met — such as carriages at the side 
the street — which make it necessary to diminish 
front of company, platoons, or sections. One 
of avoiding obstacles is by obliquing the compai 
to the right or left, and returning, by another ol 
lique f to the original direction, after having pi 
the difficulty ; but to this method there are varioi 
objections, although it is admitted that under 
tain circumstances it may be employed. Any 01 
nary obstruction may be passed by breaking files 
the rear. 

When it is desired to execute this movement, 
Captain will turn to his platoon or section, 
command : 

Two files from left (or right) to rear — Mabch. 

Fig. 1, Plate X., illustrates, by its dotted lin< 
the two files which are to break to the rear, in 
case, from the left 

At the word March, the two files designated 
mark time / the others will march straight on. 
two rear rank men of these files — " 1" and " 2 W - 
as soon as the rear rank of the platoon or sectu 
shall have cleared them, will oblique to the rij 
(see Fig. 2) ; " 2" will pass behind « 1 ;" " F 
place himself behind the third file from the b 
flank of the platoon or section, at double-up 
tance (see Fig. 3) ; u 2" will pass on and place hii 
self behind the fourth file on the right of " 1." 
two front rank men — " 1" land " II" — as soon as 
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Two Files from Left to Rear. 



106 SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY. 

rear rank of the platoon has cleared them, will 
oblique to the right (Fig. 2) ; " II" will pass be 
" I :" " I" will place himself behind the first file ( 
3) ; " II" will place himself behind the second 

Files may be broken from the right, on the s 
principles, by inverse means. 

Successive groups of two files may be broken 
but the new files must always be broken from 
same side. If, after two files are broken, the c 
mand be repeated : Two files from left to r 
March — at the word March, the files already bro 
will oblique to the right, gaining the space of 
files, at the same time shortening the step, in or 
to make room between themselves and the i 
rank of the platoon or section for the files last 
dered to the rear. The latter break in the sj 
manner as the first. 

Note. — As may be seen by studying the illos 
tion (Plate X., Fig. 3), the two files broken to 
rear have, in effect, made a doxMe-up right j 
If the next two files break in the same wav, 
the next two, and so on, until all have brokei 
the rear, the platoon or section will be, in real 
marching in four ranks, double files, by the ri 
flank. This may help to explain the somewhat 
tricate movements of the odd and even number 
placing themselves behind certain files. u r 
will only be broken off from the side of directi 
(side of the guide). — Scott's Tactics. 
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When it is desired to cause files broken off to re- 
rn into line — as, in the street, when an obstruction 
b been passed — the command will be : 

Two files into line— March. 

At this command, the two files will return 
riskly into line, taking their former places. If 
iher groups are at the rear, they will gain the 
>ace of two files to the left, in order that " I " may 
>ver square with the file on the extreme left. 



LESSON X. 

TO FORM SQUARE. 

The company being in column by sections (at 
ill distance), right in front, and at a halt, when 
le instructor shall wish to form it into a square, 
e will command : 

lo form square — to half distance, close column — 

March. 

At the word March, the first section will stand 
I8t ; the remaining sections will march straight 
)rward to within half-section distance from each 
ther, when they will be halted by their chiefs. 

This disposition being made, the instructor will 
ommand : 

Form sqybare — right and left into line, wheel. 
At this command, the chief of the first section 
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will caution it to stand fast ; the chiefs of th 

ond and third sections will designate the cen 

their respective sections, and caution their 

that they are to wheel, the right half-sections 

right, the left halt-sections to the left, into line 

chief of the fourth section will command, I 

section, forward — guide left. 

This disposition being completed, the insti 

will command : 

Majrch. 

At this word, the first section will stand fas 
its right file will face to the right, its left file 1 
left ; the second and third sections will whe 
halves to the right and left into line. The chi 
the second section will align the right halve 
chief of the third the left halves, dressing their 
by the outward facing files of the first section 
the same time, the fourth section will obe 
command of caution it has already received, cl 
up to form the square. When it shall have c 
its chief will halt it, face it about, and alij 
by the rear rank, upon its guide, who, fo: 
purpose, will remain faced to the front ; the 
files on each flank of this section will face 
ward. 

The square being formed, the instructoj 

command : 

Guides — Posts. 

At this command, the chiefs of sections, a 
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the guides, will enter the square at the angles 
irest them. 

Hie company is now formed into a square, hav- 
j, of course, four divisions, or " fronts." The 
»nts will be designated as follows : the first sec- 
>n will be the first front ; the fourth section, the 
mrth front; the right half-sections of the second 
d third sections, the second front ; the left half- 
ctions, the third front The Captain will com- 
and the first front; the Third Lieutenant the 
arth; the First Lieutenant the second; the Second 
eutenant the third. 

To Reduce Square. 

The instructor, wishing to break the square, will 

mmand : 

Reduce square. 

At this command, the chief of the fourth front will 
ution it to stand fast, but will cause the outer files 
Inch had been faced right or left on either flank) 
resume their positions in line; the chief of the 
st front will also cause his outer files to face to the 
mt ; the chief of the second front will cause it to 
3e to the left (without doubling), and then com- 
and, By half-sections, by file left / the chief of the 
ird front will cause it to face to the right, and then 
immand, By half sections, by fil-e right; and at 
le moment the second and third fronts face to the 
ft and. right, each chief will cause the two leading 
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files of each half-section to break to the rear. ( 

Plate VH.) 

This disposition being made, the instructor i 

command : 

March. 

At this command, the first front will march i 
ward, and its chief will halt it when it has ; 
vanced a space equal to half its front; the cor 
sponding half-sections of the second and third froi 
will file to the left and right, and march to in< 
each other behind the center of the first section, a 
the instant they unite, the chief of each section w 
halt it and face it to the front ; the chief of t 
fourth front will cause it to face about. As so 
as the first section is halted, and as soon as t 
other sections are- faced to the front, the guide 
each will move promptly to his place on the 1< 
flank, and the chief of each will align it by the le 
and then take his place in front of its center. 

The column is now in marching order, but i 
sections are at half distance. If it be desired 
form square again, there will be no occasion togii 
the first command employed in forming squar 
since the sections are already at half distance. 

If it be desired to march the column forwar 
with its sections at full distance, the instructor wi 
command : 

Company forward, full distan ce. 

At this command, the chiefs of the second, thir 



SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY. Ill 

nd fourth sections will turn promptly to their 
actions, and give the caution, Such section, maple 
ime. The instructor will then add : 

March. 

At this, the first section will march straight for- 
ward ; the other sections will mark time ; their 
chiefs will immediately give the caution, Such sec- 
tion, forward— rsmd as full sectional distance is 
made before them, will add, March. 



The Double-Quick. 

The double-quick step is, in effect, a trot. It is 
Hot a run; nor is it, as the name implies, the 
c< double" of the " quick step." The latter is de- 
termined by rule, for men, at twenty-eight inches, 
length of pace, and one hundred and ten steps per 
Dainute ; the length of the double-quick step is 
thirty-three inches, and its swiftness at the rate of 
one hundred and sixty-five steps per minute. Boys' 
legs are of such various and variable lengths, that 
it is difficult to fix upon any rules which shall de- 
termine length and swiftness of step for them . Every 
boy, however, understands what a " dog-trot" is. Let 
the instructor, then, give the time — at first, quick 
time — by counting One — Two — One — Two, etc., 
*Hd command : 

Squad, forward — double-quick — March. 
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At the commands of caution, the soldier 
throw the weight of his body on the right foot. 
u without arms," he will raise his hands to a h 
with his hips, the hands closed, the nails tow 
the body, the elbows to the rear. At the nv 
March, he will start off on the dog-trot, taking 
time from the metronome, or from the instruct* 
counting. 

After the squad (or company) gets the Jiang oj 
— and boys will easily enough acquire it — the 
structor will increase the time, up to two hundi 
paces per minute, as the limit. 

At the double-quick, breathe as much as possil 
through the nose, keeping the mouth closed. Ta 
it coolly ; don't get excited ; think the time ; ! 
member the guide right or left. 

At the Halt, bring your hands to the sid 
Don't puff, and blow, and look around, as if J 
wanted every one to notice what a remarkable f< 
you have accomplished. Keep the mouth sh 
Keep cool, although the perspiration may be n 
ning down the back of your neck, and trickling a 
tickling at the end of your nose. An old dr 
master's rule used to be : " If a fly 'lights on yo 
nose, you may wink at him, but that's all." 

All the company movements we have learned id 
now be executed at the double-quick ; btit und 
stand that to do these well, at this stop, your thoug 
must move at double-quick, as well as your feet. 
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If the men are under arms, the instructor should 
use the pieces to be brought to a Eight shoulder 
ifty before commanding the double quick. It 
ay, however, be understood that at the command, 
brward — double-quick, the pieces are to be brought 

> the alight shoulder without a command to that 
Sect. 

A very showy movement is, to charge bayonets, 
i line of battle, at the double-quick. 

TJNiFoiai, Music, Colors, etc 

Uniform. — No uniform is really necessary, except 
milar caps and dark clothes. The illustrations 
'hich follow in the Manual of Arms, give sugges- 
ons toward a simple tunic or blouse ; this, made 
F dark-blue flannel, and trimmed with scarlet cord 
ad gilt buttons, is cheap, becoming, easy, and 
Dmfortable at all seasons. If cloth uniforms are 
ecided upon, nothing is at once so neat and ser- 
iceable as " cadet-gray," trimmed with black. 

Commissioned officers are entitled to sword and 
ush ; the latter of crimson silk, " to go twice 
round the waist and to tie behind the left hip" — 

> a gold-embroidered, or gilt metal, bugle, to be 
orn on the cap — and to shoulder-straps, cloth of 
ght blue, with two " bars" for the Captain, one 
>r the 1st Lieutenant, none for the 2d and 3d. 

The rank of non-commissioned officers is to be 
idicated by chevrons " upon both sleeves," " above 
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the elbow," " points down." For the Orden 
three bars and a lozenge, in light-blue silk 
worsted binding, one half inch wide ; or, if p 
ferred, it may be in gold lace, of the same wid 
For other Sergeants, the 6ame, omitting the lozenj 
For Corporals, two bars, in silk or worsted bin 
ing. If the uniform is gray, black binding is mc 
appropriate. 

Note. — The Sergeants, who are guides, and hai 
extra duties, will carry their pieces, on the marcl 
habitually " at a shoulder." To relieve them, the 
are allowed a hook, suspended (by a strap from tl 
belt) at such a distance, that the trigger-guard ma 
catch upon it and support the weight of the pie© 
If at any time on the march the Orderly change 
the position of his piece, which he may do, at rigl 
shoulder shift, or arms at will, the other Sergean' 
will make the same change. 

Music. — No other music is necessary or appn 
priate for a company than one or more (say thre 
at most) snare drums. The drum-corps should 1 
drilled to beat " common," " quick," and " doubl 
quick" time ; to strike, promptly, with the mov< 
ment of the left foot, at the word March, and t 
cease beating, promptly, at the word Halt I 
position, in line of battle, is on a line with tl 
company, ten paces from the right flank ; in columi 
ten paces in advance of the center of the first pi 
toon or section. In changes of direction, the hi 
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ft drummers will wheel at the turning-point desig- 
lated by the marker. On the parade-ground, the 
irum-corps may be stationed, for convenience, at 
Borne point at which they will not be in the way 
of company movements. 

Colors. — A single company is not entitled to col- 
ors. If, however, it should be thought well to have 
them, there can be no objection to the display of one 
company banner and one national ensign. Colors 
are borne by color-sergeants. They (the colors) 
should be displayed only on public occasions. On 
the march, in column by platoons, the color-ser- 
geants will march between the first and second 
platoon ; in column by sections, between the second 
and third. In line of battle, the color-bearers must 
be at the rear of the center of the company, in the 
line of the file-closers. During company move- 
ments, at an exhibition-drill, the colors should be 
posted conspicuously, but out of the way. 

Guidons — small, square, blue silk flags, edged 
With yellow fringe, and inscribed with the company 
initials, in gilt letters — may be borne, affixed to the 
bayonets of the right and left guide of company, 
and of the Fifth Sergeant, when acting as company 
guide, on parade. 

Armory. — Muskets should be kept in racks, in a 
3ry room, and should be occasionally cleaned and 
oiled — lock, stock, and barrel. Belts, etc., should be 
bung on p'egs. Arms and accouterments should be 
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numbered, and should be used only by those who 
bear corresponding numbers. Strict rule should be 
made and maintained, that neither arms nor accon- 
terments shall even be touched, except by command 
or permission of the instructor, or of some one to 
whom he delegates authority ; and that when arms 
are used, at drill or parade, bayonets are not to be 
unfixed, rammers drawn, or locks snapped, except 
in obedience to command. 

Rewards and Penalties. — It may be well for the 
teacher to adopt some system of rewards for sol- 
dierly behavior, in all respects ; and of punishments 
for absence from drills, tardiness, talking in the 
ranks, and other neglects or violations of duty. It 
should be distinctly understood that promotions 
will be made from among those only whose sol- 
dierly character is well established. Officers, for 
misbehavior, may be degraded to the ranks. 
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The Pabts of a Musket. 

The soldier must be familiar with the names of 
the parts of his musket, since these are constantly- 
referred to in the instructions which follow. 

Consult Plate XI. 

1. The Butt. 

2. The Heel of the Butt. 

3. The Toe, or Beak, of the Butt. 

4. The Small of the Stock. 

5. The Trigger, and Trigger-guard. 

6. The Hammer. 

7. The Swell of the Stock. 

8. The Lower Band. 

9. The Middle Band. 

10. The Upper Band. 

11. The Rammer. 

12. The Muzzle. 

Besides these, there are The Butt Plate ; The 
Ix>ck Plate ; The S Plate ; The Tube, or Nipple ; 
The Butt of Rammer, and its Little End; The 
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es, from which the Eammer is drawn, and The 
vels — one of which may be seen in front of the 
jger-guard, and the other at the Middle Band ; 
Sling (a leather strap) may be fastened to them. 
he parts of a Bayonet are : 

1. The Socket. 

2. The Clasp. 

3. The Shank. 

4. The Blade. 

General Remarks. 

i'or instruction in the Manual of Arms, the com- 
ly should be divided into squads of sections or 
f-sections. In the army, the use of the musket 
;aught to four men at a time. While the first 
Lad is under instruction, the rest of the company 
mid be looking on and listening. Let a lesson 
learned by each squad in turn, so that all shall 
rn the same thing at the same time. Perfection 
handling the musket can be attained by boys 
re readily than by men, but only by thorough, 
ient, and constant study and practice. Quick 
s, quick thoughts, and quick hands are needed 
n more than ever. 

£aeh lesson should be studied, at first in one rank 
h plenty of elbow-room, then elbow to elbow, 
n in the usual two ranks. Let one " motion" 
learned at a time ; never pass to the next until 
one before has been thoroughly understood and 
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can be promptly and perfectly executed by all. Be 

content to learn slowly at first, in order to be abb 

to show rapidity and precision of movement by- 

and-by. 

With very few exceptions, every change in the 

position of "the piece" (the musket) is to be rf 

fected by more than one motion. In looking at a 

well-drilled company, the men may seem to you to 

make but one movement in changing the piece from 

one shoulder to the other, or in executing the yu* 

ous changes of the manual; but, in reality, eackj 

change is effected by two or more motions. Fori*] 

stance, if the musket is held at shoulder arms (a 

Plate XIL), three motions are required to bring 

to the position of support a? v ms : the first brings 

piece away from the right shoulder to the front 

the body ; the second brings it to the left shoulder) 

the third brings the right hand to its side. 

and-by these three motions may be made so rapidlj 

that, to inexperienced lookers-on, they shall 

to form but one movement; at first, however, 

for some time, the motions must be practiced 

detail, or " by numbers," as the phrase is. To 

derstand this, take the instance just given. 

command is, 

Support — Akms. 

At the word Arms, you will execute the first 
tion, and that only ; at the word Two, execute 
second motion, and' that only ; at the word Th\ 
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e the third and last motion. Notice that the 
One is not used ; the command of execution 
y Aems) takes its place. Now, as soon as the 
has understood from the instructor what is 
done at these motions, the words, " Arms — 
• — Three," are to be uttered in " quick time," 
, at the rate of ninety to the minute, and reg- 
Precisely the same cadence is to be ob- 

in the manual as has been learned in march- 
ad the motions must be executed in this time 
/, neither slower nor faster. After some 
s of drill, the manual may be practiced at 
s-quick time, but not at present. In order to 

this exactness of cadence' for the motions, 
etronome may be employed. The instructor 
ronounce the command of execution at one 
, and Two — Three, with the succeeding strokes 

bell. At first, and for some time, the sol- 
should also themselves count aloud, for each 
3, with the instructor. "This practice can 
> too highly commended," said Colonel Ells- 
• 

# great ca/re that the movements of the arms 
■j disarrange the shoulders, or throw the body 
balance. Keep the body erect, the shoulders 
;n height and square to the front, the head 
;he eyes directed to the front. Let only the 
be in motion, except when a change in the 
m of the feet is required. 

6 
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>t the instructor avoid fatiguing the men, by 
ig, at first, frequent changes and occasional rests. 
ost of the manual is to bo executed on the march, 
ell as at a halt. On the march, the command 
secution will be given always as the right foot 
es the ground ; the first motion will be made 
te left foot strikes ; the second in time with the 
t, and so on. 

jarn now, and remember always, that when 
3r arms, "Halt" requires not only what has 
l already learned, but also a shoulder arms. If 
piece happens to be then at a shoulder arms, 
ourse there is nothing to be done with it ; but 
l any other position, no matter what, the first 
on of shoulder arms is to be made at the same 
nit with the halt, and the following motions, in 
with the cadence of the marching just ceased, 
officers, especially, should be well drilled in the 
ual of arms. 

Principles of Shouldered Arms. 

[Platb xn.] 

ie piece in the right hand ; the arm slightly 
; the barrel nearly vertical, and resting in the 
>w of the shoulder; the barrel next to the 
Ider, the trigger-guard to the front; the arm 
prig at not quite its full length near the body ; 
hnmb and forefinger embracing the guard, the 
r fingers closed together and grasping the swell 
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> stock just under the hammer, which rests on 
itie finger. 

5 piece must be carried neither too high nor 
w. If the first error is made, the elbow will 
I outward too much, interfering with the man 
on the right ; and the piece, being detached 
ir from the hip, will waver in all directions ; 
i second, the arm and piece will not take up 
enough, the soldier will crowd against his 
bor on the right, and have too little space in 
1 to handle his piece with ease, 
intain, throughout, "the position of the sol- 
1 Take care that the weight of the musket 
not draw the shoulder down, out of line with 
;her. 

Support — Arms. 

Two — Thkee. 
[Platr xttt.] 

ms. — Bring the piece, with the right hand, 
ndicnlarly to the front and between the eyes, 
. to the rear; seize the piece with the left 
at the lower band, raise this hand as high as 
lin, and, at the same time, seize the piece with 
ght hand four inches below the hammer. 
o. — Turn the piece with the right hand, barrel 
3 front ; carry the piece to the left shoulder, 
;he left forearm across the breast, outside the 
and between the right hand audita \ittcoxfeK& % 
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which is to rest on that arm, the left hand 
on the right breast, with fingers closed and 
tended. 

Three. — Bring the right hand promptly to 
side. 

Best. 

Carry the right hand smartly to the small of 
stock, where it was at Two ; keep the left foot il 
its place, and relieve, by any changes of port 
the other parts of the body. 



Attention — Squad. 

Return to third position of swpport arms, and 
general position of the soldier. 



Shoulder — Arms. 
Two — Three. 

Arms. — Grasp the piece with the right hand, 
at Rest, just given ; seize it with the left hand 
the lower band, the thumb extended up the side 
the barrel; detach the piece slightly from 
shoulder, keeping the left forearm close to 
stock. 

Two. — Carry the piece vertically to the 






MANUAL OF ARMS. 127 

raider with both hands, rammer to the front; 
rage the position of the right hand bo as to em- 

je the guard with the thumb and forefinger; 
ip the left hand up aloDg the piece to the height 

the shoulder, fingers joined and extended, back 

the hand to the front. 
Three. — Carry the left hand quickly to the side. 




Present Arms. 
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Present — Arms. 
Two. 

[Plate XIV.] 

Arms. — "With the right hand bring the piece erect 
sfore the center of the body, rammer to the front ; 

the same time seize the piece with the left hand, 
ist above the lock, the thumb extended along the 
irrel and against the stock, the forearm horizon- 
1 and resting against the body, the hand as high 

the elbow. 

Two. — Grasp the small of the stock with the 
ght hand below and against the guard. 

Shoulder — Arms. 

Two. 

Arms. — Bring the piece to the right shoulder; at 
e same time change the position of the right hand 
> as to embrace the guard with the thumb and 
►refinger ; slip up the left hand to the height of 
le shoulder, fingers extended and joined. 
Two. — Drop the left hand quickly to the side. 

6* 
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Order — Abms. 
Two. 

[Plate XV.] 

lBMS. — Seize the piece briskly with the left hand 
r the upper band, and detach it slightly from 
shoulder with the right hand ; loosen the grasp 
the right hand, lower the piece with the left, re- 
2e the piece above the lower band, the little 
ger in rear of the barrel, the butt about four 
hes (less, rather than more) from the ground, the 
;ht hand supported against the hip. 
IVo. — Drop the left hand to the side, and at the 
ne instant let the piece slip through the right 
nd to the ground. 

Position of Order Arms. 

Right arm extended ; barrel between the thumb 
id forefinger extended along the stock (as if it 
are a large pen, with which you were about to 
•ite on the ground) ; the other fingers extended 
d joined ; the muzzle about two inches from the 
jht shoulder ; the rammer in fropt ; the toe of the 
tt against, and on a line with, the toe of the 
;ht foot ; barrel perpendicular. 

Rest. 

Draw back the right foot six inches to the rear ; 
i the piece incline into the holloa o£ \3o& tu^& 
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shoulder ; release the hold of the right hand, and 
with it clasp the left hand in front of the body- 
arms extended, right hand outermost. 

This position is always to be assumed at the com- 
mand : In place — Rest. Keep the head and eyes 
square to the front, and keep still. 



Attention — Squad. 
Resume, promptly, the position of Order Ami. 

Shoulder — Aems. 
Two. 

Abms. — liaise the piece vertically with the 
hand to the height of the right breast and op] 
the shoulder, the elbow close to the body ; seize 
piece with the left hand below the right, and 
quickly the right hand, grasping the piece at 
swell of the stock, the thumb and forefinger 
bracing the guard ; press the piece against 
shoulder with the left hand, the right arm n( 
straight. 

Two. — Drop the left hand quickly to the side. 



PuraXVL 




Charge Bayonet. 
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Charge — Bayonet. 
Two. 

[Plate XVI.] 

Bayonet. — Raise the piece slightly with the right 
Hd, and make a half-right face on the left heel ; 
ice the hollow of the right foot opposite to, and 
•ee inches from, the left heel, the feet square (as 
the first motion of About Face) ; seize the piece 
the same time a little above the lower band. 
[Vo. — Bring down the piece with both hands, the 
rel uppermost, the left elbow against the body ; 
:e the small of the stock, at the same time, with 
right hand, which will be supported against the 
— the point of the bayonet to be held exactly as 
h as the eye. Hear rank men should incline the 
ly slightly to the right, and in bringing their 
ces down between the shoulders of the front 
k men, should take care not to graze them. 

Shoulder — Aems. 

Two. 

Lrms. — Face to the front ; at the same time, 
3W up the piece briskly, with the left hand, 
inst the right shoulder, rammer to the front ; 
1 the right hand so as to embrace the guard, and 
e the left hand to the height of the shoulder. 
!wo. — Drop the left hand smartly by the side. 
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Trail — Arms. 
Two. 

[Plate XVII.] 

s. — The same as the first motion of Order 

— Incline the muzzle slightly to the front, 
t to the rear and about four inches from the 
. The right hand, supported at the hip, will 
the piece that the rear rank men may not 
jrith their bayonets the men in the front rank, 
command is to be given whenever the com- 
. to ascend a hill, or a flight of stairs. 

Shoulder — Arms. 

he command Shoulder, raise the piece per- 
ilarly in the right hand, the little finger in 
the barrel — at the command Asms, execute 
is been prescribed for the shoulder from the 
i of Order Arms. 




Secure Abms. 
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Secure — Arms. 
Two — Three. 

[Plate XVHL] 

— Bring the piece, with the right hand, 
cularly to the front and between the eyes, 
) the rear; seize the piece with the left 
the lower band, raise this hand as high as 

and feeize the piece with the right hand at 
I of the stock. 
-Turn the piece with both hands, barrel to 

; bring it opposite the left shoulder, the 
inst the hip, the left hand at the lower 
3 thumb as high as the chin and extended 
mmer, the piece erect and detached from 
der, the left forearm against the piece. 
— Reverse the piece, pass it under the left 

left hand remaining at the lower band, 
b on the rammer, the little finger against 
at the same time, drop the right hand to 

Shoulder — Arms. 

Two — Three. 

—Raise the piece with the left hand, and 
pith the right at the small of the stock ; 
erect and detached from the shoulder, the 
ust the hip, the left forearm alongr the 
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. — The same as the second motion of Shoulder 
from a Support. 

be. — The same as the third motion oi Shoulder 
from a Support. 

Might shoulder shift — Abms. 
Two. 

[Plate XIX.] 

[8. — Detach the piece perpendicularly from 
;ht shoulder with the right hand, and seize it 
le left below the lower band — raise the piece, 
t hand the height of the shoulder and four 
from it ; place, at the same time, the right 
on the butt, the toe between the first two 
i, the other two fingers under the butt-plate. 
. — Quit the piece with the left hand, raise 
lace the piece on the right shoulder with the 
hand, the lock-plate uppermost ; let fall, at 
ne time, the left hand to the side. 

Shoulder — Abms. 

Two. 

is. — Raise the piece perpendicularly by ex- 
g the right arm to its full length, the rammer 
front ; at the same time seize the piece with 
t hand below the lower band. 
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Two. — Quit the butt with the right hand, wluck| 
will immediately embrace the guard; lower 
piece to the position of Shoulder Arms y slide 
the left hand to the height of the shoulder, 
extended and joined ; drop the left hand to the sidfcl 

The men being at Support Arms, the mnskflt 1 
may be brought to the right shoulder, as followB 

Might shoulder shift — Arms. 

Two. 

Arms. — Seize the piece with the right hand below 
and near the left forearm ; place the left hand under 
the butt, the heel between the first two fingers. 

Two. — Turn the piece with the left hand, the 
lock-plate upward ; carry it to the right shouldeii 
the left hand still holding the butt, the muzzle ele- 
vated ; hold the piece in this position, and place 
the right hand upon the butt, as is prescribed in 
the right shoulder shift from a Shoulder Arms} 
let fall the left hand to the side. 

To return from right shoulder shift to Support 
Arms, the command is, 

Support — Arms. 

Two. 

Arms. — The same as the first motion toward 
Shoulder Arms. 
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Two. — Turn the piece with both hands, barrel to 
front — carry it opposite the left shoulder — slip 

ie right hand to the small of the stock, place the 
forearm extended on the breast, supporting the 
by the hammer, as before learned ; let fall 
right hand to the side. 

Arms — At Will. 

At this command, carry the piece at pleasure on 
ither shoulder, the muzzle well elevated. 
This command should be given only during long 
ies— " column in route." The Shoulder Arms 
ps to be taken from Arms at Will, without detail. 
fc~ The squad being in single rank, and at Ordered 
|Arms, when the instructor shall wish the pieces to 
me placed on the ground, he will comma/id : 
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Ground — Arms. 
Two. 

[Plate XX.] 

&JBMS. — Turn the piece with the right hand, 
Tel to the left, at the same time seize the car- 
Ige-box with the left hand (if no cartridge-box is 
rn, place the left hand where the box would be, 
m uppermost), bend the body, advance the left 
t, the heel opposite the lower band; lay the 
ce on the ground with the right hand, the toe 
the butt on a line with the toe of the right foot, 
i knees slightly bent, the right heel raised. 
I!wo. — Rise, without jerk, bring the left foot by 
> side of the right, quit the cartridge-box with the 
fc hand, and drop the hands to the sides. 
[he muskets may be left in this position, while 
3 squad retires and another takes its place. 

liaise — Arms. 

Two. 

&.RMS. — Seize the cartridge-box with the left 
id, bend the body, advance the left foot opposite 
\ lower band, and seize the piece with the right 
id. 

Dwo. — Raise the piece, bringing the left foot by 
i side of the right, turn the piece with the right 
id, rammer to the front ; at the same time, quit 

7 
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the cartridge-box with the left hand, and drop tl 
hand to the side. 

The squad being in two ranks, at ordered am 
and having been counted off by twos from tl 
right, the command may be given : 

Stack — Arms. 

Two — Three, 

Arms. — Number Two, of the front rank, will pa 
his piece to the left, and seize it with the left han 
just below the middle band ; he will hold tl 
piece opposite the center of his body, muzzle ii 
dining to the right, bayonet shank opposite tl 
right shoulder, butt beyond and a few inchesaboi 
the left foot, rammer to the front. At the sail 
time, number Two, of the rear rank, will raise li 
piece four inches from the ground, turn the ramnK 
to the left and pass it to number Two, of the frd 
rank ; the latter will seize this piece with his rig! 
hand just below the middle band, incline it slightl 
to the left, and place the shank of the bayonet upo 
the shank of his own piece, rammer to the left, but 
about four inches from the ground. At the sain 
time, or as soon as the two shanks are join* 
number One, of the front rank, will raise his pieo 
turning it by a quick motion of the hand as h 
throws it up, rammer to the right, will incline h 
piece to the left, and in front of the pieces held b 



MANUAL OF ASMS. 147 

tmber Two, and will hook the shank of his bay- 
let in the " crotch" formed by the two shanks 
ready joined. These shanks must be held firmly 
gether. 

Two. — Number Two, front rank, will throw the 
att of his right-hand piece directly to the front, 
> that it shall strike the ground rather more than 
iree feet ahead, and will place the butt of his left- 
and piece outside of and against his left foot, 
it the same moment, number One, front rank, will 
raw his piece toward him and place the butt be- 
ireen his feet. Both men will quit their hold of 
le pieces at the same moment, and having done so, 
ill resume the position of the soldier. 

Three. — Number One, of the rear rank, will pass 
is piece into the left hand, turning the barrel to 
le front, place the butt on the ground between the 
>et of numbers One and Two, front rank, rest the 
iece against the stack, and resume the position. 

If it be desired, the squad may be withdrawn 
om the line of stacked arms by a haekward march, 
Mowed by a break ranks. 

The squad being re-formed (or another squad 

»rmed) in rear of the stacks, feet properly adjusted 

ifch the butts of the pieces, the command may be 

iven : 

Take — Akms. 

At the command Take, number One, of the rear 
ink, will reach forward, withdraw his piece from 
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ie stack. At the command Arms, number Two, 
ont rank, will seize his own piece with his left 
md, and the piece of number Two, rear rank, with 
e right; at the same time, number One, front 
.nk, will $eize his own piece with his right hand, 
id the two men will together raise the three pieces 
wtically, bringing the butts together — thus un- 
cking the shanks of the bayonets ; as soon as this 
done, number Two will pass his right-hand piece 
number Two, rear rank, change his own piece 
:>m left to right hand. Bring the pieces to the 
>sition of Order Arms. • 
Arms may also be stacked from one rank. Num- 
sr the men, from right to left, Jyy threes. Number 
wo will seize the piece of number Three with his 
ft hand, turn thfc rammer of his own piece to the 
ft, and lock bayonets, as just learned. Number 
'ne will proceed as already prescribed. In taking 
*ms, number Two will pass his left-hand piece to 
amber Three. 

The pieces being at a shoulder, the command 
iay be given : 

Arms — Port. 

[Plate XXI.] 

At this command, throw the piece up with the 

ght hand, letting it incline toward the left ; seize 

at once with both hands, the right changing grip 
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the small of the stock, the left grasping the piece 
the lower band, the two thumbs pointing toward 
muzzle. The position of the piece may be best 
rned from the illustration. Draw the elbows 
3e to the body. 

?his position is to be assumed whenever the 
ad (or company) is to break ranks, under arms, 
the command, 

Break ranks — March, 

I the piece firmly in the left hand, strike the 
t smartly (all together) with the palm of the 
it hand, and consider yourselves dismissed. 
houlder Arms, from Arms Port, is to be effected 
the same motions as a Shoulder from a Present 
ns. 

[From Shoulder Arms.'] 
Ghua/rd against Infantry — Guard. 

Two. 

[Plate XXTL] 

ttabd. — Make a half face to the right, turning 
>oth heels, the feet square to each other ; at the 
e time, raise the piece slightly and seize it with 
left hand above and near the lower band, 
wo. — Carry the right foot fifteen to twenty 
les (according to size) directly to the rear, the 
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git heel behind the left, the knees slightly bent, 
Le weight of the body resting equally on both 
gs ; at the same time, lower the piece with both 
inds, barrel uppermost, the left elbow against 
e body ; seize the piece at the same time at the 
lall of the stock ; let the arms fall naturally, and 
Id the point of the bayonet slightly elevated. 

Shoulder — Arms. 

Throw up the piece with the left hand and place 
at the right shoulder, at the same time bringing 
3 right heel by the side of the left, and facing to 
3 front. 

Otcard against Cavalry — Gttabd. 

Two. 

[Plate XXTTL] 

Both motions the same as for Ghiard against 
fcwvtry, except that the right hand will be sup- 
rted against the hip, and the bayonet held at the 
ight of the eye, as in Charge Hayonet. The re- 
n to the shoulder is the same as from the Guard 
zinst Infantry. 

[n these guards of the bayonet exercise, the rear 
lk men will incline the body slightly to the right, 
d be very careful not to graze the sho lders of 
i front rank men. There is plenty of room, and 
are need be no difficulty. 

7* 
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Ground — Arms. 
Two. 

[Plate XX.] 

j. — Turn the piece with the right hand, 
bo the left, at the same time seize the car- 
>ox with the left hand (if no cartridge-box is 
►lace the left hand where the box would be, 
ppermost), bend the body, advance the left 
Le heel opposite the lower band; lay the 
a the ground with the right hand, the toe 
Dutt on a line with the toe of the right foot, 
es slightly bent, the right heel raised. 
— Rise, without jerk, bring the left foot by 
j of the right, quit the cartridge-box with the 
id, and drop the hands to the 6ides. 
muskets may be left in this position, while 
ad retires and another takes its place. 

liaise — Arms. 

Two. 

3. — Seize the cartridge-box with the left 
►end the body, advance the left foot opposite 
er band, and seize the piece with the right 

— Raise the piece, bringing the left foot by 
3 of the right, turn the piece with the right 
ammer to the front ; at the same time, quit 

7 
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2. Handle — Cartridge. 

Seize the cartridge with the thumb and next two 
fingers ; at the same time slide the left hand up to 
the upper band, and bring the right hand, with the 
cartridge, to the left hand ; seize the loose end of 
the cartridge between the thumb and forefinger of 
the left hand, without relaxing the hold upon the 
piece. 

3. Tear — Cartridge. 

Tear the paper to the powder — hold the cartridge 
upright — carry it (with the right hand) to the front 
of and near the muzzle, the back of the hand to 
the front. 

4. Charge — Cartridge. 

Turn the back of the right hand toward the body, 
in order to discharge the powder into the barrel, 
raising the elbow as high as the wrist — shake thip 
cartridge and insert it fully into the muzzle — drop 
the right elbow, and seize the rammer between tl* 
thumb and forefinger, bent, the other fingers being 
closed. 

5. Draw — Rammer. 

Two — Three. 

Rammer. — Draw the rammer by smartly extend- r 
ing the arm ; let go and seize it again at the middle 
between the thumb and forefinger, palm to tM 
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t ; clear the rammer entirely from the pipes by 

again extending the arm ; hold it 
parallel with the bayonet. 

Two. — Turn the rammer by 
closing the fingers forward be- 
tween the bayonet and the face, 
the little end passing near the left 
shoulder — the arm all the while 
extended — the butt of the ram- 
mer near the muzzle, but not 
inserted. 

Decree. — Insert the rammer, and 

5e it down as low as the grasp 

the right hand. 






6. Ram — Cartridge. 

•teady the rammer with the 

mb of the left hand ; slide the 

it hand up and re-seize the 

rammer near the 
little end, with the 
thumb extended and the forefinger 
bent, the other fingers closed ; ram 
the cartridge home with force, 
f <je twice, and all together; keep the 
right elbow close to the body. 

7. Return — Hammer. 
Two — Three. 



Flati XXV. 
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Rammer. — Draw the rammer halfway out, steady 
A in this position with the left thumb ; re-seize it 
lear the muzzle with the right hand-, between the 
;humb and forefinger, palm to the front ; clear the 
•ammer from the barrel by extending the arm, and 
lold it parallel with the bayonet. 

Two. — Turn the rammer between the bayonet 
tnd the face, the butt passing near the left shoul- 
ler, the arm all the while extended; insert the 
ittle end in the pipes; force the rammer down 
intil the right hand reaches the muzzle. 

Three. — Raise the hand, place the little finger 
n the butt of the rammer, and force it home ; 
>wer the left hand to the extent of the arm, with- 
Ut depressing the shoulder. 

8. Prime. 
Two. 

[Plate XXV.] 

Prime. — With the left hand, raise the piece till 
le hand is as high as the eye, and grasp the small 
P the stock with the right hand ; half face to the 
ght; place, at the same time, the right foot be- 
ind and at right angles with the left, the hollow 
F the right against the heel of the left; slip the left 
and down to the lower band, thumb along the 
*>ck, elbow against the body ; bring the piece to 
*e right side, the butt below the right forearm, the 
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small of the stock against the body, the barrel up- 
ward, the muzzle as high as the eye. 

Two. — Half cock with the thumb of the right 
hand, the fingers supported against the guard and 
the small of the stock ; remove the old cap with 
one of the fingers of the right hand, and with the 
thumb and forefinger of the same hand take a cap 
from the pouch, place it on the tube, and press it 
down with the thumb (don't look down) ; re-seize 
the small of the stock with the right hand. 

9. Shoulder — Abms» 
Two. 

Aems. — Bring the piece to the right shoulder and 
support it there with the left hand ; face to the 
front ; bring the right heel to the side of and on & 
line with the left ; grasp the piece with the right 
hand, as indicated in the position of Shoulder 
Arms. 

Two. — Drop the left hand quickly to the side. 

Ready. 

Two — Thbee. 

Ready. — Raise the piece slightly with the right 
hand; make a half face to .the right on the left 
heel; carry the right foot to the rear, its hollow 
opposite to and against the left heel; grasp the 
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se with the left haud at the lower band, and de- 
ti it slightly from the shoulder. 
!wo. — Bring down the piece with both hands, the 
rel upward, the left thumb along the stock, the 
t below the right forearm, the small of the stock 
linst the body, the muzzle as high as the eye, the 
elbow against the side ; at the same time, place 
right thumb on the head of the hammer, the 
er fingers against the guard. 
Fhbee. — Cock and seize the piece at the small of 
stock, without deranging the position of the 
;t. 

Aim. 

[PlATE XXVI.] 

Raise the piece with both hands, and support the 
tt against the right shoulder; the left elbow 
ra, the right as high as the shoulder ; incline 
) head upon the butt, so that the right eye may 
rceive quickly " the sight" and the object aimed 
; the left eye closed, the right thumb extended 
>ng the stock, the forefinger on the trigger. 
When, in two ranks, the front rank men will 
se a little less the right elbow, in order not to 
;erfere with the aim of the rear rank men. 
The rear rank men, in aiming, will each ca/rry 
\ right foot about eight inches to the right, am,d 
oard the left heel of the man next on the right, 
dining the body a little to the right, and forward. 
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FlRB. 

Pull the trigger, without lowering or turning the 
head, and remain in this position. 

Load. 

Bring down the piece with both hands ; at the 
same time face to the front, and take the position 
as heretofore prescribed. Each rear rank man 
will bring back his right foot to the side of the 
left. The loading will now proceed as already 
taught. 

If, after firing, the instructor should not wish the 
men to re-load, he \^ill command : 

Shoulder — Arms. 

Throw up the piece briskly with the left hand, 
and resume the position of Shoulder Arms, at the 
same time facing to the front, and bringing the 
right heel on a line with the left. 

To accustom the men to wait for the command, 
Fire, the instructor, when they are in the position 
of Aim, will command : 

Recover — Arms. 

At the word Recover, withdraw the finger from 
the trigger ; at the word Arms, re-take the position 
%f the third motion of Ready. 
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ien being at the position of the third mo- 
Ready, if the instructor should wish to 
3m to a Shoulder, he will command : 

Shoulder — Arms. 



3 word Shoulder, place the thumb on the 
, the forefinger on the trigger, half-cock, 
e the small of the stock with the right 
it the word Arms, bring up the piece 
;o the right shoulder, and resume the posi- 
^houlder Arms. 

Oblique Firings. 

ue firings will be executed to the right and 
by the same commands as the direct fire, 
is single difference : the command, Aim, 
always preceded by the caution, Might or 
lique. 

Right oblique — Aim. 

e cautionary command, the two ranks will 
ack the right shoulder, and look steadily at 
jet to be hit. At the command Aim, each 
nk man will aim to the right, without al- 
le position of his feet ; each rear rank man 
)ance the left foot about eight inches toward 
it heel of the man next on the right of his 
er, and aim to the right, inclining the 
)art of his body forward, and bending a 
e left knee. 
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Left otlique — Am. 

At the cautionary command, the two ranks will 
throw back the left shoulder and look steadily at the 
object to be hit; at the command Aim, the front 
rank will take aim to the left, without altering the 
position of the feet; each man in the rear rank will 
advance the right foot about eight inches toward 
the right heel of the man next on the right of his 
file-leader, and aim to the left, inclining the upper 
part of the body -forward, and bending a little the 
right knee. 

From either Right or Left Oblique, at the com- 
mand Load, the men of each rank will come to the 
position of Load, as prescribed in the direct fire, 
the rear rank men bringing back the foot which is 
to the right and front by the side of the other. 

To Fere Kneeling. 

The two ranks being at a Ready, the instructor 
may command : 

Front rank — Kneel. 

[Plate XXVII.] 

At this command, each front rank man will carry 
his right foot to the rear, and to the right of the 
left heel, and in a position convenient for placing 
the right knee upon the ground in bending the left 
leg ; he will then kneel upon his right knee, move 



170 MANUAL OF ABM8. 

the right leg to the left, until it is nearly at right 
angles with the left foot, and then seat himself com- 
fortably on the right heel. At the command Aim, 
he will rest his left elbow near the left knee. At 
the word Fire, he will proceed as has been already 
taught. 

When the front rank is in this position, the in- 
structor will command, after a Fire : 

Shoulder — Arms. 

At this command, the rear rank will have nothing 
else to do than they have already learned. The 
front rank men will rise and resume the position of 
Shoulder Arms. 

After a Fire — the front rank kneeling — the com* 
mand may be given : 

Guard against Cavalry — Guard. 

At this command, the rear rank men will execute 
what has been prescribed. The front rank men will 
lower their pieces, place the butt on the ground and 
against the right knee, lock uppermost, barrel to the 
left; right hand grasping the small of the stock, 
left hand grasping the swell at the lower band; 
bayonet the height of the eye. At Shoulder Armi, 
the front rank will rise and take the position indi- 
cated ; the rear rank will proceed as usual. 

These movements — front rank kneeling to fire, 
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and guarding against cavalry while kneeling — are 
quite effective and showy, especially when the com- 
pany is formed in square. 

From the position of Shoulder Arms, the com- 
mand may be given : 

Uhjix — Bayonet. 
Two — Three. 

Bayonet. — The same as the first motion of Load, 
gliding the left hand to the upper band. 

Two. — Carry the right hand to the bayonet, with 
the thumb turn the clasp against the stop, and 
seize the bayonet at the socket and shank. 

Three. — Wrest off the bayonet, place it in the 
scabbard, and then rest the right little finger upon 
the butt of the rammer, lower the left hand along 
the barrel, extending the arm without depressing 
the shoulder. A Shoulder Arms should follow. 

Fix — Bayonet. 

Two — Three. 

Bayonet. — The same as in Unfix Bayonet. 

Two. — The same as in Unfix Bayonet, except that 
instead of carrying the right hand to the place 
where the bayonet would be, if fixed, it is carried 
to the bayonet-scabbard ; seize the bayonet by the 
socket and shank, so that the lower (now upper) end 
of the socket shall extend about an dncb above the 
heel of the palm. 
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Three. — Draw the bayonet from the scabbard, 
carry and fix it on the muzzle, turning the clasp 
with the right thumb; keep the right hand at 
the grasp of the bayonet ; lower the left hand in 
extending the arm. A Shoulder Arms should 
follow. 

Inspection of Arms. 

The company being in two ranks, in line of 
battle, and at Shoulder Arms, with fixed bayonets, 
when the instructor wishes to inspect arms, he will 
command : 

To the rear, open order. 

At this command, the left guide will step back- 
ward into the rear rank, and then the right and left 
guides will march backward, briskly, the distance 
of four full paces. The instructor, as soon as be 
has seen these guides posted, will add : 

March. 

At this command, the rear rank will march back* 
ward. As soon as the rear rank has passed, by one 
pace, the line of the guides, the Orderly will com- 
mand : Hear rank — Halt. Might — Dress, and will 
align it between the guides. File-closers will march 
backward with the rear rank, and having halted, 
will dress by the right. 

The instructor will now command : 
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Company ) Order — Asms. (Two.) 

Inspection — Arms. 

Two — Three. 

Arms. — Face to the right once and a half, car- 
rying the right foot to the rear, at right angles with 
the left and about six inches from it; seize the 
piece with the left hand, just above the middle 
band ; incline the muzzle to the rear, without dis- 
placing the heel of the butt, the rammer turned 
toward the body ; carry the right hand to the ram- 
mer, as at the close of Charge Cartridge. 

Two. — Draw the rammer — as in loading— turn 
it, insert the butt in the muzzle, and let it glide to 
the bottom of the bore. 

Three. — Face to the front, seize the piece with 
the right hand, and retake the position of ordered 
arms. 

The instructor (or inspecting officer) will then 
begin on the right of the front rank, and from the 
left will pass to the right of the rear rank, inspect- 
ing the piece of each man in succession. He will 
examine the pieces to see if they are bright and 
clean, try the locks, and finish by tossing the piece 
upward, so that the rammer shall bound up and 
fall back to the bottom of the bore ; if the bore is 
clean, the rammer will make a clear, ringing sound. 
If each man is made responsible for the cleanliness 
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his piece, this inspection should be rigidly par- 
ular, and fines should be imposed for neglect, 
e Orderly may accompany the inspector to 
ke note of neglects. 

£ach man, as the instructor reaches him, will 
artly raise his piece with his right hand, seize it 
;h the left below the lower band, the lock to the 
nt, the left hand at the height of the chin, the 
ce opposite the left eye. [Plate XXVIII.] The 
pector will take it with the right hand at the 
all of the stock ; after inspecting it, he will toss 
:o the man, who will receive it with the right 
id, at the middle band, and replace it at the 
ition of ordered arms. When the inspector shall 
re passed him, and shall be receiving the piece 
the second man from him, each will face to the 
ht and rear, as at the first motion of Inspection, 
urn the rammer, and resume the position of 
lered arms. 

ifter an inspection of arms, the command will 
given (after a shoulder arms) : 

Close order — March. 

^t this command, the rear rank will return to its 
*inal position, the left guide stepping into his 
ce in the front rank. 
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Parade — Rest. 

[Platb xxix.] 

the word JKest, turn the piece on the heel of 

itt, the barrel to the left, the muzzle in front 

center of the body ; seize it at the same time 

;he left hand, just above, and with the right 

at the upper band ; carry the right foot six 

to the rear, the left knee slightly bent, the 

t of the body partially supported by the 

it. 

8* 
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company movements not taught in this Manual 
These are, however, comparatively unimportant 
The "Revised United States Army Regulations, 
1861J" ma y a^ 80 he of some service. Prom this he 
may contrive to adapt the instructions given for t 
regimental Dress Pwrade to the capacities of a 
single company. 
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